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Apology to the R E A D 56. 


| the firft, Chriſtian Reader, thus to 
have expoſcd mylelt to the common view 


leak conception for ever, never to have 


ome to birth: but when it would abide. 
0 longer, to be impriſcmed in the womb, 
ut violently break forth, I 2 to T 


heal wiſely with it, though not (as 4 5 
t tians) cruelly to murther it, yet at lea 
as Moſesꝰ parents) charitably to hide it, 


aut put it to nurſe in an obicure country 


d a friend or two for the printing of ſome 
1p I was deceived ; for whereas I expec- 


ed a ſmall number, like the children of 


* A 2 


AR was it from my meaning at the 


t men, but rather. to have hidden this my 


or my own private ule, or at thg belt to 


mage, where mylelf am paſtor, to ſce the | 
od uſuage of it, for which end I betruſt. 


opies, only for myſelf: but thro? friend- 


irael, that went aal, it Benhadad, like 
Wo > bite flocks of kids; my books were 1 5 
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" ſent forth i in böte e like the Aramite: 
that filled the country, 1 Kings xX. 27, 
Only this difference, they came not forth 


againſt the hoſt of Iſrael; the people of 


__ Gog, (as did the Aramites) but rather to of 
Irre on their ſide. Thus being driver 7*: 
do a trait, (though that which is done, oti 
can not be 1 yet I thought it my pan el 
to do what I could, namely, to mend and riv 

- mlarge that which is done; that feeing | Ch 
muſt be common, it may not be N ga 
ther unuſcful; confeſſing ingenuouſſy, 101 
had rather it ſhould not have been com; 
mon, eſpecially conſidering that there att ch. 
better bred and nobler born treatiſes c **! 
very worthy men, concerning this ſubject Jul 
but chus it mult be now, I ol As it af the 
but ſer ve as an hand- maid to theirs, fo tio = 
mayeſt reap ſome profit hereby, 1 bavd be 

| bars. my 0 and full contentme u © 
Furtcwel. . $44 un 
e 18 . x0 
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Thiae in the bond of faith and love, it 
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rous rocks, the one called preſumption ; the 


eſcaping them both, ſhall make a ſafe ar- 


lome, though they have no true grace 
vrought in them, think notwithſtanding 


tempter doth ſo far prevail, that in behold- 
ing their own unworthmeſs, they are ready 
to faint, for fear of hell and condemna- 
Jong. Which although they cannot peri 


COUNSEL | to the RE ADER. 


IN failing thro' the fs of this creat. 
ſome world towards the heavenly land 
of Canaan, we are to paſs two dange- 


other deſparation. Happy is the man, that 


rival at the promiled land, Millions of 
Chriſtians in profeſſion are caſt away a- 
gainſt the one, or againſt the other: for 


thac they are in no danger, but ſhall cer- 
tainly be ſaved: which is as great pre- 
ſumption, as if a man being ſtricken thro? 
the heart, ſhould think himſclf very well,” 
and in no danger of death. Others when 
they come to apprehend the: heavy wrath 


of God, f geadly curſe of the law due 1 


unto them d dy nature for ſin, in helliſh ſor- 


row utterly deſpair. Some fincere Chri- 
ftians alſo there are, againſt whom the 


"SS. 


"+. 
ot fulker mipwr eck again, * this rock of de. 
'  Jparation, yet their. poor .bark may. be. fo 


— battered and beaten againſt it, as that per- 


adventure they may be a long while afte, 
in rigging and mending of it up again, 
with 
eſcapè theſe dangers, 


both, 
more ſafety, confidence and comfort. Now 
to the end that the better vie may be made 
hereof, conſider 1 beſeech thee of these 
things: Firſt, what multitudes daily dos 
parting £318 world, 
nal gates 9 bell, f far want of che aſſurance 
of their ſalvation. Second! ly, conſider that 
thou being by nature a condemned man, 


Ts af thy pardon be noi feale to thy eonſc!“ 
ence, and given thee hofore the breath be 


once out of thy body, atterward whoug! 


thou wouldeſt, or coudets give a thouſand | | 


worlds for it, it cannot be had; conſider 
again, of the uncertainty of thy Nite, thou 


canſt not tel! Whether thou ſhalt be alive 
to morrow, tor thou Eno. weſk not what a any. 
may bring ferib. Conſider allo tlie certaln- 


grief and heart ſmart, that thou mayſt 
"ve theſe ſhort que- | 
Rions and anſwers as a fea map, or guide 
unto thee, to ſhew thee thy way between 
that ſo thou mayſt fail to heaven ji 


throng in at the infer- | 


5 of 
mrer 
er th 
ern 
furec 


( * | 
iy of ly Keith die So mult, nothing 


ſurer; For who can Rand againſt the pow- 


furec of his ſalvation ? Further, conſider 
Low terrible the judgment. day will be to 
ali ſuch as get not the aſſurauce of their ſal- 
vation in their life- time: 


they do? Mountains and hilis fall upon us, 
„ans cruth us in pieces, ſhall they cry, but 
e Wit all nor be. Th. 
8 ad 'ntolerable torments ſhall they for e- 
% ver cndure in hell; 
fel ft heart to think en? Oh who fall dwell 


S V the devouring fire, who ſhall devel! with 
TY BI „ roarlating burning? Laſtly, confider 
1, Wo! the moſt ineſtin nable joys of heaven, 


end 1ncomparable delights, which all they 
. {1321} have, who get the "Maas ot their 


i Wicivarion in this life : Such as the eye hath. 


% cs /c2n, ear bath not heard, nar Ly heart of 
r conceived of : O heavenly | Joy! ee 


u | N O excellent ſurmobnuing glory | 
50 adleſs ſuperaboumding pleaſures! where- 


4% ich their hearts ſhall be raviſhed and ever 


n. epleniſned, upon tlie ſe conliderations, 1 


er thereof! and, Oh how bitter is the re- 
membrance of death to one that is not a- 


which way will 
they turn themſelves then? Oh what will 


Then what moſt doljeful _ 


able to break the hard- 
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220 Þ 
earneſtly requeſt thee, if thou has any pie) 
orcommiſeration on thy poor ſoul, Make 
thy calling and election ſure, even while it f 
cal; ed to day: How ſhall I do that, thou 
wilt ſay? This brief treatiſe will ſhew rhe 
how, yea more than that; hereby thou may. 
eſt be aſſured of thy falvacion, it thou v 
ic rightly, but then thou mult go through 
it with good adviſement; if chou touch 
the honey-c omb with thy lips, thou may: 
et find ſweetneſs z but if thou ſpck, myeh 
more. $0 read theſe thi ings, as to Jeztn 
them, ſo learn, as to know. thy own eſtate 
thereby, ſo mighteſt thou ſuck our tne 

whole ſweetneſs thereof ; get the true ſtanp 
of them in thy heart, ſo thou mayeſt b. 
fure thou ſhalt be ſaved: which the Lord 


of heaven grant. tor his mercies lake, 
Amen. N 755 


TH E 
RIGHT EOUS MAN's 
EVIDENCE for HEAVEN. 


. Ain er 
EEING apporrunaly ſerves us thus fit- 
 % !y (mp CHalsTIAN friend) to can- 
— fer a while together, and ſeeing there 
is no conference ſo comfortable or profit- 
able as that which is about the affairs of 
Goo 3 kingdom, and our own ſalvatio:., 
aud that t me co un: el of the Holy Ghoit ts, 
tant if any b tak, he fhould Fro a as Toe 

Eras. of. Goa, and that fucb communication 

j Monid pr aceed oul of cur wicuths ,, as is goed 
for ten, 255 of edifviag - give me leave thers- 
10 etch propound a "queition to you about 
cheie matters. 

een rt, 


Sir, | ike the motion paſſing well, and. 
indeed there is too little of this good. prac- 
tice in theſe days; Chriſtian communica- 
don grows too much cut of uſe, Which 
"Tiews che want and toarcity ot grace; for 
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wo . The Rigbteous Man's 
there is the like correſpondence between Ml felv?: 


the heart and tongue, that is between the 0. . 


K 29.5 
. 
. . , 
I 
e 


"vis [. "a 


clapper cannot lie ſtill: and if the heart be 


called away by death? 


bell and clapper : if the bell be flirred, th Hates 
very 
ſavec 
fouls 
muc 
poin 
Wbet 
them 
tend 
ea: 

lain 
love 
grac 


be moved with delight in ſpiritual things, 
the tongue cannot chuſe but talk thereof : 
and where the tongue yields no other than 
an earthly found, there you may be fure 
to find no other but an earthly heart, nc 
pure good metal, no heavenly grace to b. 
found in the heart. Now therefore let me 
hear the queſtion, and according to my 
poor mealure of knowledge, I will be read; ; 
to hape an anſwer, 

Min. Ought not every one while hs lives 


in this world, to know as a thing certain. Nrery 


whether he ſhall be faved, and fo be trant- o ch 
Tated out of this earthly tabernacle, into the way: 
' heavenly paradiſe, whenſoever he ſhall be Nrhie 
pes very 

Gon. Yes undoubtedly ; which 1 prove {Wn 
thus, Ile that beheveth, Jaith our Saviour, Hur 


foal! be ſaued, but be that believeto not ſhall Pot 


be damned: This muſt every one know as Hot 
on undoubted truth; and withal he is bound Ho 
to know whether he believeth, according 


16 
to that charge of the apoſtle. Examine your- av. 


© Evidence for Honors. „ 


aer whether you ve in the Faiib: knew you 


bates? Hereupon it will follow, that e- 


faved; and therefore ſuch as put their 
fouls to a venture, cannot be faved, for as 


pointed by God thereto ; namely, to prove 
whether they be in the faith, and Chriſt in 


aims them for his own, and he beſtows 


* 


5 ay: charie, ſetting great ſtore by them; 


l. hat he will not beſtow them on caſt. a- 
e 55 but only on his cearly beloved ones : 
„ Frhich marks and love tokens, as they are 


very precious, ſo as many as receive them, 


% Whouch they doubt, they need not doubt 


Pe chat they wall be ſaved, ior God is 
„ oe variable in his love: but be that hath 
as it theſe ſigns in him, whereby he may 
1d o that he ſhall be ſaved, ſhall, if he 
is ie in that comfortleſs tate, be {ure to 


r- == his portion with devils, in te Caring 


FOR tore ever alter death. 


not that Chriſt is in you, except you be repro- 


very one muſt know whether he ſhall be 
much as they. take not the right courſe, ap- 


- Wihe-m. And further, whom the Lord in- 
- Wrendeth to beſtow heaven upon, he ſets his 
and mark upon them, whereby he 


love-tokens on them, which are the ſaving 
5 We'oces of his Holy Spirit, whereof he ts 
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upon every one, not to dally with their own 
fouls, as men do now-a-days, but to deal 
ſoundly, and confider ſincerely with them. 
elves, whether they have received theſ. "6 


the devil which they were born with, U 


darkneſs owes them; but if they can get i 
wWaſhed out by the blood of Chriſt, and 


Lak Blefſed are they that (fo) mourn, fd 


ante jey: pay great cauſe of rejoicing: by 
ey, that they can et maurn, Ei: 


12 The Righte cons Man: 
Min. If the caſe ſtand fo, I think it lieg 


golden marks, and love tokens of God, o $5 
whether they ſtill retain the black brand of --- 


which ſo long as they retain, the prince ]. 


God's marks ſet upon, then hath the de ab 
vil no more tight or claim unto them ; Hun. 
the Lord from that time forward even . 


ever, doth take them for his own peculie g,. 
ones: but what {ay you now of thoſe thay: 
mourn after God, in the anguiſh of then 
ſouls, longing for the afturance of his bk ES. 
your, and labouring to get this knowle 
of their ſalvation, but yet Cannot Ge ica 
themſelves ? 

Con. This I fay, or rather Chriſt hin 


they fhall be comfarted; and though the 
now ſorrow, yet their forrow ſhall be furt 


Boidence fo Head en, 13 


ie [+ rofible for ſuch to be without ſome 
WI 0 re fins whereby they y may now that they 
ea be ſaved ; for even this their practice, 


e being thus ſick of lade, longing and la- 


ele wuring aſter Chr: ſt, is a ſure ian to ih nem, 


8 

ot: 51h they ſhould have no © her; : but in- 

| of ed this cannot go alone. 

the Min How _ it then to paſs, that 
Otic 8 


e hereof in tbenſelve 
r fea ar ha t th EY Thall | not be lav ed y 
Cc aufe th ey are Either new-born 


rs which no! withits ding others of ri- 

age diſcern in FROM, and they alin by 
experience and growth in grace ſh after. 
vards percetye in themie hy 83 or elle they 
re diſtempered wich fome ſtrong fit of 
eme ation, whereby they are ſo aſtoniſh. 
and benumed, ch at they have not a 
ing of that which otherwite they y might 


eve in their fouls: like as one half 


tne! Mui and almoit ſtiff with cold, fecls no 
ch at all in himſelf, and vet there is 


om in him, for elſe there could be no lie 
1 hreach remaining in bil. Or laſtly, ſuch 


H 


riſt, and therefor being as in- 
ants, 18 mh they pe: 211 25 Vet bay not 


0 vet under! tanding to know that! the V are 
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they might. 


. The Riohteous Man's 
hey are as haveraken a ſurfeit of ſin, where. 
by they have been overcome; thus whilt 
they are ſoul-ſick, their ſpiritual ſenſes an 
corrupted, ſo as they cannot now fee thy 
lightſome countenance of God's favour ſhin- 
ing on them fo clearly, nor hear the Lord 
ſpeaking unto them, nor taſte how good the 
Lord is to their fouls in ſpecial, nor relif 
religious exerciſes 10 favourly, NOT ee 
heavenly comforts ſo ſenſibly, as 37 
And yet this ſurfeit they i! 
outgrow in time, by uſing themſelves to {| 
good diet of Chriſtian practice, and hj 
the help of the phyſic of God's word right. 
1y applied, which helped the prophet 2 
vid in ns like Cale, being dibewperd 


Fal. XXXvVIk-17. neither is it marvel. thoug 
55 0 do þ 109 ge amils of themielves, for th 
preſc at, ſeems we know that ſick folks ar 


not competentor meet judges of themſelves 
for they fomertimes feel not hing but paul 
or ſickneſs, whereas others know, tha 
there is in them more health the n ck ud Ih 
or at leaſt fome health. 

Ain, Now then to come to yourl ſelf. fol 
it is the part of every wile. man, to be bel 
acquainted with his own eſtate. Let me 


Meet, 
ſom 


for my 


Eu idence PE Heaven. 2 
little examine your evidences; have you 
ſome good aſturance that you (halt | de lau- 
ed. | | 

Con, Yes, Ipraiſe God, elſe how could 
J have any comfort? Liſe my very meat 
ſhould be turned into gall, and tears ſpould 
be my drink; well might my eyes refuſe all 
reſt, and my ſoukall comfort knowing none 
other, but that I ſhould g0 70 the kg of 
fear, into a land dark as darkneſs itjcif : And 
furs am, the whole world with the beſt _ 

fall eart Ny things, cannot afford true, 
found and ſubſtantial comfort, to the quiet. 
ing of the conſcience, and rejoicing of the 


| he: art. 


Min. How do you know that you hall 
be aved! 3 

Con. Hirst, by that motker- grace, from 
hence all other far ing graces flow, name- 
ly, true juſtifying faith; a ſpark of this 
pious faith I find is kindled in me, wheres 
upon this I build ; God bath promiſed, B 
be re believeth ſhai! be ſa ved: now then 
ſ:cing I believe, that is, am truly perſwad- 


ed that Chriſt 1 i, my Saviour, tnat he died 
ns and fultilled the law, to procure 
me perfect righteouſneſs, | 
2] Kall be laved. 


therefore L knew . 


Ba, wo 
'2 
„& 
, 


| EE The Righteous Man's 


Min. It is nothing to ſay you beliere in 
but let me hear if you can prove it: how ( 


know you that yours is true faith, and not 
mere mock- faith, which 18 0 rite in ilie 199) 
world? 

Con. Becauſe it hath been x: che ty bred Ml pa: 
and begotten in me, and that by the ſpiri- to 
tual ſeed of God's word, according to that {cn 
ſayi ing of the apoſtle ; ; Faith comes by Leaf. e 
777, 1 N. her aring. by 15 2 word of God: . thug hin 
then I came bv faith; firſt, by hearing the WI /e 
doctrine of the law preached, L jaw myſt WH BY 
tu be in a daranable condition by nature, is 

a wretched liner, yea, wholly ſinful, and Jet 
therefore accurſed, by the juſt ſentence BY Wi 
God's moſy righteous law, delerving no. Tra 
thing but the horrible wrath of God, aud ov 


| lying open to the vengeance of eternal fire „ 
9 to that there was nothing between me and am 
1 hell, but only a poor, ſimple, crazy, tot: 
# , tcring" life, Which 1 knew not how ſoon ff (c: 
| Or ſuddenly it might he ſurpriſed by deatu; WM ve: 
. the contideration whereof, wrought | in we 1! 


terror of conſcience, dread of TO ! and cot. WM ii 


demnation, deſpairing of any hope or he: Nes 
in myſelt. 


Min. And what then? did you ect quiet 
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Poidence 2 Haben. 7 
in the ſight of this your woful miſery ? 
Con. Oh it was not poſſible my poor dif. 
reiled ſoul ſhould find any reit in this e- 
tate, Bay, it I had heard no betrer tidings, 
1 ſhould have been fwallowed up of deſ- 
pair: but then in the next place | came 
to underitand that God hath ancinted and 
lent his own Son to preach yaod didings UNA 
ihe poor, recovering of ff; E ro the bird, to 
bind up 5 the braten beariea, bud ſet at irberty 


ſuch as are braiſed ; more Plat aly. I learned 


by the doctrine of the goip zel, that God or 
his rich merey hath given Eis Son, Chrilt 
Jeſus, very God and man, to be a Saviour 
unto finful Many even tO as man u as bes 


lieve in him, and hath nat ex fey me 
out of the number of thoſe that aal e la- 


ved by him, but hath oſtered him unto me 
amongſt Others 2 249 are We air v and heavy 
lade with their fias, ta ving, come unt, ine dll, 
(even all ſuch) and hath all com! nanded, 
yea, EVER intreated we, to believe in him: 
thus my heart was drawn and won; 10 
take him and apply him a Saviour to my 

own foul, thinking myleit bound in con— 
Teience to yield obedience to the holy com- 


mandment, and gracious invitation 'of A 


3 4 : 


18 Ile th breous Maw L 
mighty God: 151 what a beaſt were J, if 
I Mould not accept of ſo free 2. profer of his Wow: 
Son, as he hath made unto me? 


Arn 
TS IMzin. Thus you have ſhewed me weil Won: 
| How you came by faith, and I fee you have Wt ! 
| come honeltly by it: whereby it apears ud 
that it is not like Jacob's veniſon, too quick. Matu 

1 iy found to be of the right kind, nor like ry, 
ES Jonah” s gourd, too ſuddenly forung to con- 
10 continue long, but like the water ofen 
Bethlehem, much longed for, and bardiy e 


obtained; now ſhew me further how you Wer: 
uſe it; ſince you got it, what fruits doth it Hou. 
bring forth, whereby you may know more 
ef ily whether it be true, and Fat. un- 
. Jeigned. OWN 
Con. As fire may be diſcerned by hook : 
and life by motion, fo may my faith by the Hit v 

| Traits thereof: Tot firſt, it enableth me to Mhea! 
quench the fiery dovts of that evil ene, to reſiſt He 
(not without ſome comfortable vidtories) hea! 
the !uggeſtions of Satan wherewith he but. Wen: 
fets me ; and more part ticularly, that ſame fel. 
temptation 01 Goubting whether the Pra Wra 
miſes of God belong to me or no: for theses: 
I ani not overcome of this doubting, and 
funk under it, but ſtruggle and weft 
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Evidence for Heaven, 19 
rich it and with unbelief, that is, by the 
Jower of faith. Secondly, it makes me 
arneitly defire to be more and more re- 
oaciled to God, that is, more fully atlured 
his favour, that I am at peace with him, 
bnd he well pleaſed with me; to whom by 
ature I was an utter enemy: it makes me 
ry, remember me, O Lora, with the favour 
f ihy people, releaſe thy anger towards me, 
urn thy face unto me, cauſe "thy face to ſhine 


diy pon thy ſervani, and jave me through thy 
oer. Thirdly, my faith makcs me la- 
2 it Hour to pleaſe God, though it be with diſ- 


eating myſelf, and to do the will of God, 

ea, even in thoſe things which croſs my 
own will, as it cauied Abraham to offer 
his dearly beloved Iſaac, though otherwite 
it would have gone full fore againſt his 
heart; and hereby Enoch was reported of, 
Gi that be had pleaſed God Fourthly, by it my 
es) {heart is in ſome meaſure purified from noi- 
uf. ſerie luſts and aflections; as ſecret pride, 
me ſelt-love, hypocrily, carnal confidence, 
ro-: Vrach, malice, and the like, in that they 
bak arb diltaſteful. yea, loathſome to me, fo 
bat” he ſpirit within me f- beth cgainſt the 
5 that 1 1s, proce rehiketh and ſubdueth 


20 7 he Righteous Mar? 's 


ter Chrilt, to taſte more fully of his {wee 
niels, and to be kiſſed 2 the kiſſes of h 


Laſtly, my faich brings tortb in me or 


ed imagination, but a found. and veg. 
grounded perſwaſſon, whereby I am ine! 


corruption. Fifthhy, it makes me long Pior 


mouth, that is, to have a greater meaſuſ an. 
of heavenly graces, and greater and moe 
lively tokens of his love communicated e 
me; whom and whole love I do prefer o-- 
bove the whole world, even in my bean: © 


{weet fruit of heavenly and ſpiritual } joy ath 
for, belieding in him whum we have not (cenlifþ-'2 


that is, Chriſt the Lord, e rejoice with jq Gr, 
unſpcatable and fulbs/ glory; J which is tber 
fore called the joy of faith, becauſe it prog 


ceeds from thence : thus my faith is a work 


ing faith and by theſe fruits and the le 


1 know i it is not a vain fancy, and 55 Or, 


graffed into Chriſt: for to believe; is tt 
go out of ourſelves, and to go into Chriſt. re 
Min. If theſe things be ſo, I am note" 


able to object any thing againſt your faith <© 
nay, all the devils in hell mall never be abe At 
to overtbrow it: bus by what other fi pl by 


you know that you ſhall be ſaved? 1 be 
Cen. Well may my convert.vn plead i 


Nee fo Heaven. 21 
io Miority for the ſecond place, it being of che 
weefſWame age with frith: for there is no ſoon- 


true faith wrought i in the heart, but in- 


a tun taudly there is a new convert made, and a 
mom nner become the ſon of Abraham ; and well 
day there then „be in bea ven jor 6 inner 
er var 55 converted. So thien there an elleltu- 
cat. | call ing and converſion wrought in me; 
or the Lord of his unſpeakable goodneſs 
joe deirueres me out of be power of *r Eng, 
me 'a Iran fialed me inte the kingaom of his de. 
, chat is, he hath brought me out of the 
bereiterable eftato of our nature wherein 1 
Pr Fas born, inte che happy eſtate of grace, 
ene ein T now ſtand: this calling is a ſure 
lite bat one is ordamed to evexlaſting life; 
under, en 7 toe Lora hath calied, theſe be 
well 2/7 glorifins : therefore hereby tan 
1 in oaforrably afured of my ſalvation. 

is rofl en. Our Saviour tells us, that there 
ri. {Wc 72479 cauen, but fetu choſen ; how then 
1 neten this be a ſigr unto you ? 

aich Cen. There is a twofold calling of 2 
 ableſW-iriflian ; an outward, and an inward ; 
be Lord calls outw ardly all thoſe to whom 
be fpel i is preached; for ſuch he requires 
eme to * by beheving and dere 


2 ——M 
r 
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22 The Righteons Mars 
| that they might be ſaved, but many ſuch 
refuſe thus to come unto him, and there. 
1 


| hears not, and therefore lies ſnorting ſtill; 


becauſe he did not e and come unte 
you: fo the outward calling by the voice 


whereo [ ſpeak. 


anſwering of my heart unto the voice 2nl 


will eaſe you : and, If any man thirſt, l. 
Bim come. unto me and drink; ry heart an 
Twereth, O Lord, it is Ne deſire of m 


come, O how ſhall I come, help 


fore are not effectually called: like as if you 
ſhould call a man that is in a dead fleep, WI 


it may be truly ſaid, he was not called a5 


of the goſpel alone, is not ſufficient to lal 
vation, therefore the Lord calls his ele 
inwardly alſo by bis Spirit, and this is tha 


Min. But how know you that you are 
thus inwardly and effectually called ant 
converted ? | 

Con. 1. By the echoing back, and ſecret 


call of God, for the Lord faith, See tl. 


my face; my heart anſwereth, thy face, ( 
Lord, will I feek + Come unto me (ſa ith © 
all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and! 


foul to come unto thee, O that I y dul 


& 


I inay come, araw me and 4 W11 2 


Evidence for Heaven. OY 23 
bee; ſeeing my heart doth thus inwardly 
wer his call, it is a certain ſign that I 


( uch 


ore Dr him call: Which I could not, unleſs | 
ve did call inwardly and eftectually. 
wh Sccondly, The Lord bath wrought in 


2 a wonderful and ſupernatuzal change, 
that I am contrary to that I was by na- 
Te, as touching the qual ity and diſpoſi- 
ion of my ſoul, now loving that good which 
hen I hated, and hating now that evil 
viich before 1 loved; therefore 1 am a 
ew creature, and live a ſpiritual hfe, yea, 

hriſt liveth in me: tor by the power of the 
pit Rowing into me from Chriſt my head, 
ive unto God, not unto myſelf; and J 
vould be again in the condition wherein I 
vas before, for all the world's good, but 
remble to think upon it, accounting it as 
ne iuburbs and mouth or” = 

Nen. I do vertty believe you, for they 
hich have thus ſcen and taſted of hell in 
heir conſciences, will take heed how they 
Come near it again fo long as they live: 


ſtill; 
| up, 
Unt 
OI 
fal. 
eled 
} 1 N 
£141 


1 are 
and 


” 4 4 v# 
t an erin is that verified: T be 1 0 child dreads 
mM fre. But name unto we a third ſign 


di your ſaulvation. 
bon. Bletuinks I fee juification ofter- 
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„ . The Righteous Mars 


at one birth, hand- fſaſted by the Holy Ghol 
Kom. viii. 30. never to be ſevered: | 
then I am At tified, that is, I am accepte 


: thus juſtified ? 


| not by works, unleſs it be to declare m 


a2 deteſtation of them: and if we confels 0 


ing itſelf and coming forth band in han! 
with converſion, as being the daughter 
of one mother Faith, and two filters bon 


of God perfectly r: ghteous through Chrit 
this ſign never fails, for $0591 God Juſt fie 
them he alſo glofiied. 

Min How can you Prove that you? an 


| Con 1. Becauſe it is the daughter 
that noble parent, faith; which Laith N 
ing in me, Jam thereby only juſtified, e 


" 

juſt before men, for I cannot be ſo popjin 8 
ly fond as to think that men muſt ki *% 
themſelves hole with their own rightcou cler 
nels; for 
2. Whereas juitification conſiſts in ture 
things; the remiſtion of our fins for Chritt! - 
paſſtions lake, and the imputation of iu n 
perfect righteouſneſs to us, I have ſom: 308 
proof of both : for firſt, I know that Go“ 
doth pardon and forgive me all my ling 2 


for I do heartily confels them to him; with 


E hence Air Heaven. 25 
758, he is faithful, ond fut to forgive us our 
11s, as faith the apoſtle. Secondly, I kw. 
hat God doth reckon Chriſt's righteouſ- 
2 unto me, as verily as if I had perſon- 
ally performed it myſelf: this 1 know by my 
ace of conſcience; for they which are 
hus ju/tified by faith have peace towards God, 
ind they only : thus am I- one of thoſe Sat - 
have waſhed their long robes, and made them 4 
white in the blood of the Lamb. | 
Min, Indeed if the conſcience be truly 
acified, it is evident that you are partak- 
r of Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs : for 
hat elſe can give the conſcience true peace, 
nd not the drunken peace of hypocrites ? 
Con. 1. Becauſe it hath followed griev- 
bus trouble and unquietneſs in my con- 
ſcience, as a calm follows after a ſtorm: 
for luch as never were afflicted in mind, 
nd diſtreſſed in conſcience, never bad 
true peace. 2. My peace of conſcience 
makes me careful to keep a good conſci- 
ence, as it made the apoſtle, defiring to live . 
boneftly, aud to have my converſation in godly 
urencſs., 3. This true peace makes my 


cone jence not afraid to view itſelf: where- 


26% 7 * e Man 5 
as the evil conſcience is like the el 
phant, which being ſeniible of his defy 


1 bat cannot abide to look on his own *: 


and favour hath adopted me his child, | 


Aren, then are we alſo Js irs of God, and | jal 
ears with Chrip, Seeing then Tam 0 * 


e water, but ſeeks muddy channd 
and foul puddles. 1 1P Vea, 
Min. Let me hear you name ae Othy wy. 
fil: from whence you gather aurance! wic 
* our ſalvation. el: 


Con, Mine adoption | is a ſign wel 1 


whereas I was by nature a baſe born true 
Satan, and no child ſo like nis father as ( 


was like him, the Lord of his free gra bor 


train me up unto eternal life, that In 
inherit with his own Son Jeſus; 4 by mea! nor 
whereof I have right alſo to the creatur 
here in this world, as being my father {© 


| goods; ; and the miſeries of this life becou "x 
mercies to me, and the glorious angels, bill © 
come attendants on me: O high favour “ 
O rich mercy, O ineſtimable dignity, 1 


the child of God! Thus I truſt J ann or bo 


ef the number of God's children. N 


none of them can poffibly be deprived of ** 
* 
cverlaſting inheritance, for if we be i S 


— 


Evidence for Heaven. 27 

r them ; 1 know I {hall inherit together 
n ritk them, yea, with Chriſt. 

nne Mn. It is 2 common thing with men, 


yea, with lewd and gracelefs perſons, to 
fay they are the children. of God, as the 
wicked Jews faid to our Saviour; but he 


NCcet 

Nells them, they are of their rather the 
„ (dei: how know you then that you are a 
rn (true child of God? 


Cen. r. Becauſe I am regenerate, that is, 
born again; t. % blood, as by. a ſecond 


nor of the Twillof man, as by any man's en- 


ing and ablution, being begotten by the in- 


bon of the Spirit, and fo become a new 
creature, I have ſhewed before, in that I 


father, ſuch ſpiritual affections are in me to- 


. 2 


natural, generation, nor of the will. of the- 
1%, as by any natural ſtrength or action, 


deavour or operation, but of God, born of 
the Spirit, as water through ſpiritual waſh- 


corruptille feed of Vis Werd. They which - 
are thus begotten and born of God, muſt 
ceds be his children: and that I am thus 


am converted. Secondly, look what na- 
tural aſfeckions are in a child towards his 


wards God: ifhe frown, Imourn; if hethrea- 
ten, I tremble; if he ſmite, 1 ſtoop ; if he 
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28 %ĩ The Riphtecus Man 
imile; Fam right glad; if he ſpeak comforta. 
bly, Irejoiceheartily: I delight in nothing ſo 
much as the favour of God, fear nothing 
1o much as the loſs of it: having found it, 
Oh how fain would E keep it: having loſt 
it, cannot be at quiet till I recover it: 
Lean be content to want all things ſo have 
it, and can find contentment in nothing 
if J want it; my heavenly Father's favour 
is more to me than all the world. Third- 
ty, I know my adoption, by the ſpirit of 
adoption which is within me, and caſts out 


of me daily more and more the ſpirit of . 
bondage, à terrifying and tormenting con- 
ſcience : and it makes me with ſome. com- ec 
fidence, and a true heart unfeignedly to ag 
call upon God, and to call kim my Father 8 

Without either flattery, or diſſembling. 0 

Fourthly, fs many as ars lid by the Spirit I. 
of God, they are the Sons of God: by his Ho- a 
ly Spirit am I led, and willingly do I fub- . 
mit myſelf, and unfeignedly defire to be th 


wiolly governed thereby: I defire not o t. 
follow the blind guide, carnal reaſon, nor 
the deceitful guide, my own corrupt heart, 
hut / Jet the Lord always before me, as à f. 
guide to direct me in all things, by that y 


4. 


Feidence for. Heavens „ 
Orta-Duic. whereby: he. leads into ell iruth, CVs 
ng fo. is Sa word; it is my delight, to 
hing in the. prophet. David, Lead int in a 
d it, ruth, O Lord, and. teach me, for. abou art. 
lot C of my ſalvation. Fifthly, Whereas 
it: ill che ehlldves of, God do reſemble him 
nave heir Father (for howſoever a man may 
hing Nawe a child nothing like bim, yet God 
„our hath never a child, but is in ſome meaſure. 
ird. ney him) hereby 1 alio know that I am his 
it of child, becauſe 1. do in ſome fort reſæmble 
out bin my heavenly Father. As he is holy 
t of Nmerciful, good, perfect; To do I endea- 
„on- our to conform upto him, having his bleſ- 
am- ed image imprinted in me, and being re- 
y t0 newed. unto that likeneſs, wherein the Lord. 
her Nereated man in the beginning; abhoring 
to be of the number of them, who though 
they profeſs themſelves to be God's chil- 
Ho. dren, yet-.are. as Nabal, fo profane and 
wicked, that a man cannot ſpeak unto them ;, . 
and ſurely, blaſphemy it were to think that 
ere, is any likeneſs between God and 

nem, he ſuch a pure Spirit, and they ſuch 
r ſwine. 

Min. Proceed unto. ſome other ben 9 
your. lay ation. 


fied me by his Holy Spirit, that is, bath 
made me holy, Eran, Twas before, moſt 


Neither yet am I now quite and clan 


| The Riphicons Man's 
{Oi The Lord will beſtow an ever}aft 
ing inheritance upon all thofe that ave fan#i. 
ed; ſuch a one am I, the Lord hath fan Ai. 


vile, filthy and unclean, wholly {intut 


freed from all fin, or perfectly holy; for, C: 
alas, I. ſee another law in my members rebel. ſei 
12 again the law of my mind, and 6ringin tc 


me into captivity of tbe law cf fin: 22 
am freed from the bondage and dominion ift 


cf ſin. And look as in the twilight or day. nd 
break, ſome little plimmering licht ther or 


18 overſpreading the ity, yet mixed with 
much darkneſs : even fo there is in me the "ur; 
admixture of fin, and much woo anne ac. Hur 
companying the light of fanctifying g lo 5 
in every part of me; yet this is my com: 
fort, that the day tar is riſen and the mort 
ing liz ht now ſbinelh in me; and as for high 
noon, perfection of holineſs, [ wait fer it 0 f. 
and look to enjoy it in the higheft heaven: 
for the path of ihe juſt is as the fnning 11764, 
that faineth more and more unto ihe per. ffi 
day. | 


n. There are not a few, at though 


Evidence for Heaves. 31 
key can talk of Sanctification, are not- 


Pj bllanding very profane, yea, leprous 
cdi. Merbons having the unclean iflues of fin, 8 
Jat he plag ue ſores running on them, going 


p and down with the lepers, cry in their 


tol:Nnouch anclean, unclean, therefore how know 
{can 7 that you are truly ſanctifiedꝰ?ꝰ 
for Cs. If I could not ſhew a difference 


gi {04d be forry : thus then 1 prove the 
it ruth of my ſanctification: whereas it con- 
ton Miits in wo things, namely, mortiſication 
day. nd quickening, I have ſome proof of both ; 
Bere or the firſt, J mortiſy the deeds of the fleſh 
with 17 Spirit wherein J imitate the ſxilful 
the Aſs who being to cut off ſome in- 
vac reable member, Hirſt mortifieth it, that 
ace, ot being made inſenſible, may be cut off 
Cm. None eaſily, and with leis pain to the Pa 
rn. ien. And this courſe J take in mortify- - 
1150 Way wy fine: Fit, 1 labour by ſearching 
it, ind them out: Secondly, to find my- 
en: gell weary of them, and willing to be rid of 
em, confidering what infinite hurt they 
rf: fo me. a; [ fetch power from the 
Watt: of Chriſt, believing that he died to 
1h Wu! fin in all that are his, and therefore 


between myſelf and ſuch unclean beaſts, 
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that is impoſlible for them to live unto fn 


rp 
or fin to rule in them. 4. I apply i "8 
power of Chriſt's death, as a ſtroug cart 
rolive, to this proud fleth of mine, to . 
wounding and killing of the fin that uM... 
me: and thus I. apply it; 1. Seeing d ane 
my fins put Chrift to death, I am reſoh nit. 
ed, as the avenger of blood, to. follow h: 
law upon them, to get a ſeriptum e, Han; 
vrit for them, to do by them, as ey ul 
by bim, even to purſue them unto dean: 
which put my elder Brother and Saviou ie 
unto death. Secondly, fleeing 1 belicve.p 
that Chriſt died for me, to kill fin in mg, 14 
I fee I neither muſt nor can ſuffer fin to dive af. 
and reign in me: for that were 10 may "pl 
the death of Chriſt of none effect unto 1 
Thus then though fin be in me, yet it hae, 
received the deadly wound, by the cat 6. 
of Chriſt, never after to recover again, - 
but lies as Saul thruſt through with hi ..: 
3 though life be till. abi (ding | in u. 1 .. 
is gaſping, and ſtrugling, lauguithing aa 2 
dying, and ſhall at laſt be utterly extinqhinr 
in death. I thank God therefore through. n. 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. = 
Miu. Lou, have ſpoken to ſome 500 it 
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Evidence * Heaven. 

rpoſe, of mortification : but what 257 
u of quickening, which is the ſecond 
rt of ſanctification? 
Con. They which have the one, cannot 
ant the other; therefore I find alſo a 
nckning power of grace in me, whereby 
riſe up out of the grave of ſin, and live 
to righteouſneis, and that after this 
anner; 1. J labour by enquiring to find 
it that righteouſneſs, which God re- 
ret of me. 2. I ſtrive for a willing- 
as cf mind and heart, to ſet thereupon 
th all delight: which that I may do, 


) i, 
thy 
Col. 
O the 
15 I 
tna 
>{gly 
V the 
5 > 
y did 
cath, 
bio 
lieve 


nſidering and believing, that he revived 
d roſe again, for this very end, namely, 
procure, and give to all that are his, 
enn and power, to live unto righteouſ- 
is, and therefore that it is as impoſſible 
r any ſuch to want this power, as for 
hriſt to die in vain. 4. apply this power 


2 
. myſelf, whereby the breath of ſpiritual 
8 ecemes into n ſoul, and that after this 
2 {TIN 


anner: Seeing I believe that Chriſt roſe 
r me, as verily as he is my Saviour, ſo 
rily muſt 1, and ſhall J, gu? forth this 
ritual power in the practice of FN and 


fetch power from Chriſt's reſurrection, 


5 34 The Righteous Man's 


ritual pallion, and reſurrection in me, A 
there is in every true believer, anſwerab 


righteous living: Thus then there is a f N 


to the paſſion and reſurrection of Chrii 
as he died for fin, and roſe again for ris! 
teouſneſs, ſo ] die to fin, and riſe ANALY 
righteouſneſs, in all the powers of my {ou 
and parts of my body, theſe being mad 
the inſtrumenis of thoſe, in rig pleoufneſo an 


T 
God, And this brielly 1 18 that ſanctificati i 
which I find in me. et 

Ain. And ſurely this is that, which wk 2 
ſocver find in them, they are no leſs uf. 
canonized in the court of heaven for * JG 
and irrevocably regiſtred in God's cal ro: 
dar of ſaints. But what will you name / 
the next place, for a ſign of your ll! 
ion! „ 3 na! 
Cor, Repentance, which howſoever Wor: 
dothnot really differ from ſanctification. y pit 
in ſome reſpect (as ſome have well oh 


ed) it doth, as being ſubordinate there! 
and proceeding ti here-fro:* as a fruit the a- 


of; tor where the Lord infuſeth ſan 7 
ing g grace into the underſtanding, will, age 
affections of the convert, then accorunMh: 


unto this grace reges ved, he. worker! | 
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Evidence for Heaven,” 35 
ning to the Lord: and though repen- 
Ince be diſcerned before either Faith, or 
nctiſication; yet that hinders not, but 
lat at they are before it in order of nature; 
e as sin the morning, the light and ſun- 
cans are feen before the body of the ſun, 
nd yet in order of nature it is before 
em, and they proceed from it. But to 
ome nearer the matter: I repent me of 
ay ins; for I turn from all in to God, 
heart, and deſire, and about to £x- 
reis the ſame by a careful framing cf my 
fe in obedience to Goa, efchewing evil, 


= 


Arr J 7 421275 > * 
nd doing good. 5 reſpect unto all 
* z 4 -» 7 5 8 T . "<P C..? my 
3645 commandment Nen God! nat 1 


"NIL pi hat be 4s tb Shine farn tb roms 
LON. ed, tk CL. 4. 37 © \ Hint TALLY 147 . * C 3 
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1 + is fins, ſball ſurely live for cru, 410 Prat 

of de 7 exernally ; ; tneretore hereb iknowlT. 
dl be {as . jor this is a faive for alt. 
ores, and a preſe nt reinedy, to cure al 
piritual diſeaſes of the ſoul. 

Min. All the doubt will be, whether 
ou do truly repent, how can YOu make 
75 ql yy gl ? | 

„ Thus: Firſt, b=cavſe I orieve in 
ny heart for mv fins, chiefly, in regard 
ha! thereby I oFend my good Go, who 
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ous unto me: this pierceth my ſoul. th 
1 ſhould be ſo undutiful towards him. $ 
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always hath been, "and is abundantiy gr, 


ſins, 
vit h 
whe 


Dank 
1/1 UM. 


condly, I hate, loath and deteſt in ſo 
meaſure, all ſin in my heart, bearing nj 
felt toward it as an enemy; and v. het 


have been overcome by the deceit there "1 
L love it not the better, but hate it mul 505 
the more atterwards, when I have reit 
vered myſelf again. I deal with my * re 
as Ammon dealt with his fiſter Tin If 
who when he had ſatisfied his wicked uf 
did haute her more than ever he bad lo ie 
her before, and thruſt her out of his on 
pany and preſence, as not abiding gu 
fight of her. Thirdly, 1 refolve in tru}. 
with a conſtant purpoſe, and ſettled dete 
mination, not to do any thing that I «nor , 
to be fin, and fo dilpleaſing to the Loi 
the Lord he xnows, that Ido not prrpoiſ ee. 
to maintain myſelf in any known fn wil 
foever. Fourthlv, I ſtrive, and enden voip. 
in the whole courſe of my life, to foals, 
every known fin, ind to come to the ſ no 
of unknown fins, which as yet I have 1 
taken notice of, that I may forſake the 
allo. I do as heartily deſire to forage n 8 


Tine or Heaven, 537 
ſins, a8 to have them forgiven; to part 
ich chem as to have them pardoned: 
rhereas the man unregenerats, will at no 


| 10 hand part with his fin: for it is ſweet in his 
| mg%, be hides it under his tongue, be ſpares 
Mo. 


nd ſarſabes it not, but keeps it flill within 
his gig, As Zophar ſpeaks, he will as 
foon part with 2 limb, nay, his life, as 
with his fweet ſin : But for my part, I de- 


fre that the blood of Chriſt may as "well 
OO vi away the filthineſs of my fn, as the 
0 [ul Uilt tinels thereof. He 1 bring forth the 
LOW 


right and kindly fruit of true Teperitance, 
namely, new obedience, which cannot poſ- 
le "W611 crow out of any other root than this: 
thus it is my continual care to walk in all 
the commandinents, and ordinances of the 
Lor. without reproof. 

Hi But is not all this that you do, for 
rpg fear of hell, and condemnation only. 
Con, No ſurely, but partly tor love I 
bear to God, and partly for hatred: I 


r, to ſin: for though I knew there were 
ro ry of judgment, when men fhal! give 
Wis count of all their doings, and receive 
0 ful reward according rhereunto ; or 
0 21 [ could be aſſured there were no hell 
5. BS 


Url BE 0 DOOR 
* r 


ing to ſinful corrupt nature, and ſo. wel 


forrow, which cauſeth death, and was. 
Cain, Saul, Ahab, Herod, Judas, and m 


pardoned by the infinitely far. furpaſin 
mercy of God. 2. He loves the preache 


38 7 le Nit be Man's 
to ks: vengeance on. wicked doers. w Je 


would J never commit thoſe foul and fat d 


| { 
_ which I ſee ſome commit continual il, 


o my grief: though they are well pley 


to me, while! as car nal, now 1 do b 
them. my 
Ain. It ſeems you make true grief {"" 
n a fon of true repentance : ſhew nÞ* 
then how godly ſorrow, which is only 
the faithful, may be known from worlah uy 


be in any reprobate. 
Con. He that hath godly ſorrow is at le! 
perſwaded, that his fins are pardonabl: 
not that they are greater (han may be 0 
ven, as Cain faid z3 but that they may! 


and other well diſpoſed Pera that tt 
him of his favits, and ſtew him his {aſt 
though haply reproving him ſharply «© 

them and he reverenceth and 1 a 1 
God's word the more, that he ſees His ile 


diſcovered, and condemned thereby. Wi BY 
— contrary was in Ahab, who hated the pr 
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is 
ly, ihe ſorrow of Lim that! is truly pc 


puntinment, all the: 


vidence for Heaven -- "my 


Phet bene he dealt plainly. with him; 


nd Herod, who deprive Joun the Bap- 
it, boch of liberty and life, becaule be 
ouched his copy-hold, in reproving 113 
nceſtuaus life, 3. Godly forrow drives 
man nearer to Gop by prayer, and makes 
in ſezk to the miniſter, and to the godly . 
wife ter coundel; to the word, and! pirit- 
al means for comfort t: but the forrow of 
he world drives a man further from G34 
nd the means; as in 2 who went to a 
and Judas * Io hanged timfelt, | 
. ol them h tailing i [RO as tar from God, 
he moſt remote place in all the world, 
ven hell itſelf could Ek them. Fourth- 
chitent, 
i moſt occupied about che evil of in ; the | 
0:r0w Or others, mo! ſt about the evil of 
. care and thoughts are 
b therewith: and were it not for 
u, ine ſevil of their fin ſnould not trouble 
their minds, or diſquiet them one whit, 
Zn. Lou named new obedience, for 
2 note of true repentance, and that not 
amiſs if it be true, unfeigned, and of the 
right kind. But ho: prove you this:! 
Cen. Firſt, becauſe it is obedlene e-oft 
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WItch, 
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40 72 0 Riebicons Man- 1 
the whole man, inward, as well as out: 10 
ward: for a true obedienciary unto God! 
muſt be both found, and ſtreight; found 
in heart, and ſtr eight in life, all ver 06-8 © 
dient; though he be not perfect. Second!“ 
Iy, it is obe dience, yielde -d to the Woh t 
law 01 God, to precept as well as promiſe, 
and to one prec ept as well as to angther e! 
whereas they which are falſe hearted in .! 
Hedience, are alfo lame therein, and ig! 
he diſpenſed withal in fome things; * < 
an be content ibat fome of their fins foul 
die, with the lean cattle flain by Saul, bit 18 
they have ſome one or two, or more 0 * 


” 
fins, waich they will needs have TE. 


I Praile (Gol (in humility i Pak it ) 1] ya * 
no ſuch refervation in my obedience; du“ 
that my maſter-ſins, a darling fins 4 
mould be put to the ſword, as well as 9: A 
thers of inferior rank. 7 hirdly, it is Pu. 
iormed in the whole courſe of m. 7 Hike; ont 
it doth not take me now and then at times, - 
like the fit ol an ague, but is conſt ant, at * = 
continual, For a man : may Cr! S The way 4 
to heaven oftentimes, in, and out, | 8 


yet never come thi ther ; ; but he bat b 0'08 
on conſtantly in the way, hall be ture of 


- — c N — 3 
rern. , r * 
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Evidence for. Heaven, 41 
heaven, This truc obedience in all theſe 
ſpect is Catholic, that is, univerſal: and 


ther, and none but they, deſerve the name 


of zaod Catholics indeed, which are care- 
fol io yield to God this true and univerſal, 
the ach i imperied obedience. _ 

Mm. Hitherto you bav< mentioned ſuch 
graces as are more general, and concern 
the whole perion renewed : now if you 
think good, alledge ſome ſpecial graces, | 
Witch "make their abode in fc votes ſcats of 
the foul: and firſt for know! edge, which 
reli eth in the mind, is not this a , cf 

jalvation, which you diſcern in vourſelf 

Con Saving knowledge 18 indeed 1 t. ue 

an, Which is called the unetion of the Holy 
2 and Chriſt's ee, becauie the 
underita nding, being as it were anomted 
thrrewith, is inlightene d to fee, and diſ- 
cern thoſe things, which before it neither 
did, nor could; it comprehendeth Spirit 
wal underflanding, that is, a right conceiving 
of tt; 0 truth of God, aud 2 wiſdom, that is, 
4 right applying thereof, wiſely and de- 
r to all our particular actions, for 
the right ordering thereof : this knowledge | 
of G. 2d 5 life eternal; beth becaul e it is 
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is the means whereby we attain thercto: 


lege, Jam ſure [ cannot loſe eternal lite, 


From a brute beat: and better were it 10 


you prove that yours is this ſaving 1. 


cannot abide to bring it home to them 


42 The Rigbteovs Man's. 
the beginning thereof, as allo becauſe it 


now then ſeeing 1 have found this know. 


n Every one is a beaſt by his om 
knowledge: he therefore that wants 
Knowledge of God, doth not much d! To 


he born a beaſt, than being born a may 
to become thus like a beaſt. But how do 


ledge, and not rather that common kn: 
ledge of God's word and religion, whid 
may be in the very reprobates ? 

Con. This will aj ppear better by compar« 
ing them together. Firſt then, the com. 

non knowlers 2 which m ay be found in 1 
> baton is general : they underitand {yl 
ritual things in a general coniuſed rnanuer 
not 0 the blind man cured by our 8, 
viour, WHO at the firſt opening of 15 I BY 
faw men aloof off, w alking as trecs: the 


ſelves; but 1 apply my knowledge to my 
ſelf, delring to know chiefly, how-thing 
ſtand at home in my own foul. Second 
their knowlege i is partial; they defire naher 
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F Tuidence For 7 Tears. 23 
be nequainted with all the ways of God, 


t are, and will be wiltuiy ignorant of 
N tings they Will not Know that to 
l which the y like well of, nor that 
be ,00d which they do Milike, though 
be mn made plain and evident unto them: 
t { velire to know the whole truth of 
od, yea, that which 1s difreliching at the 
| unto me. Thirdly, their knowledge 


fs them up with pride; they be not a 


te proud thereof: but mine humbles 
e: tor the more light of knowledge ſhin- 
h in me, the more I ſee the corruptions 


my heart, and life thereby; wich mini- 


er greater matter daily of humiliation to 
e. Fourthly, all that they know, or ſpeak, 
oni from bere-lay ; tor they bave no 
pericnce thereo! in themlelves ; they 
nov, and learn God's truth by rote, but 
learn it by heart, my knowledge | is Ex- 


Jeri ental; I find the truth thereof in 
nine Vn experience 


Fifthly, their know- 
ave is not joined with conſcionable prac- 


ice: whereas that is but raw knowledge 
hat i not well digeſted into practice: theſe 
wo inould always go inſeparably together; 

or >nowledge without pratice 3 15 lame, 


n 


- part from me, | know you not, Wenne tl 
have not the ſaving kno: vledge of bim, 


# 44 The Rig havens Mart 1 
1 , and practice Pont knowledge is b 
j And if the lame and blind were hate“ 
. David's foul, much more are thel- he 
'Y ful to the foul of the Lord, as an abon . 
'Y able ſacrifice : but my knowledge i 15 pn 9 
tical, it walks upon the feet of my 7 A np 
1 tice, and my practice ſees with the «Ml... 
| of my knowledge : hereby we Anden 5 
Y "ve know God, if + wwe keep bis command = 
'Y John ii. 3. Though, then, 155 be mu 
. which know Chriſt to profeſs him, wh... 
1 notwithſtanding ſhall not be known of hi Wn 
4 for he will fay unto them in that day 
1 4.0 
. I can thus bring proof, that T rip obtly kn. 
18 him, or rather am known of him, Wh F f 
. by I alſo know that J fhall hercaſter 1 
1 and reign for ever with him. . 
11 Min. Thus, it appears that the * 
1 knowlege of Chriſt doth counterpeiſe, ya. . 
Wt and far excel all other knowledge what 1 
it ever: for if one know Chriſt, it mauqd / 
. little tho” he be ignorant of other thing. 
i} but if he be ignorant of Chriſt, it m. att 3 
| nothing though he know all things; when 
| bore the W wel worldly men, with all thi 
| 
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* Fullime for Haven. 5 
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lated 


be be be. So that ] can well aflent unto him, 


0 faith, that the knowledge of God, is 


Don 
8 5 neceftary A an art for Chriſtians, as the art 
” = [i Mandry 1 is for buibandmen. Now, if 


Y pn 
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5 as the ſign of „our ſalvation. 

05 . I have a true note of eternal ety 4 
nch whoſo have, they Wall be ſaved; 5 for 
ar faved by. Nope: as faith the zpoitle. 
Is grace allo the Lord of his mercy bath 


oY vechiafed me, to be as an anchor to my 
15 „ ſure and ficafaft, to hold me to 
15 1 e port, that 1 be not driven back with 
1 iltergus ſtorms; and that bears up my 
wa *A abO ve Waker -1 in the ic 248 of dangers, 
r preſent world, that I fink nat. 
"0A „Bui the hope of molt men is a falſe 
* . an deſparate madneſs, (as if a man 
10 1 z ts throat cut, or being thruſt thro? 


ert, ſhould yet to hope to Rs, every 
dy would be ready to deride his idle fan- 
or at leaſt to pity his extreme folly) the 
pe ot frich Hall periſh and be cut off, and 
Fir a, jhall Le as a ſpider's web : how 
ow you then that yours is a true hope? 

Fn. Truth ir is, that the common hope 
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5 The Righteous Man's 
of men is ſuch, 91 they do r: ther drm all 
than hope: nd tho' they think they | ee 


faſt hold of it in their hearts, yet it is hy 
as a child that catcheth at the ſhado vg 
the wall, he thinks he holds it faſt c ot 
in his hand, but when he openeth his Han 
there is nothing in it; ſo when their hear 
khall be laid open before God, the ſha 
like hope being vanithed, there ſhall bez 
ſuch thing found i in their hearts, anc th; 
Thall have hope to ſeck, when it will be 
late to find it. Firſt, therefore I prove th 
my hope is true, from the foundati 
waereon it is grounded, and that is faith 
lor as it is impoffible for a mighty caille 
hang in the air, or to ſtand without eith 
ground or foundation : even fo, and ru 
more impoſſible is it for hope to be, 4 
bide without faith. Such 3 
boaſt of hope, and are barren of faith n 
well be ſaid to dream of building cal 
the air: I contrariwiſe believe, and des 
fore do I hope, apprehending the pro mi 
of God by faith; and to Loping and rr 
ing ſor the performance and accornplil 
ment thereof: which faith, the g70i 
work, I have formerly proved to br «i 


r 2 p ˙·¹ er re re ent 
Y * 2 4 Onan : 


Evidence for Heaven. 47 
ally begun in me. Secondly, true hope 
lows an effectual calling: for firſt God 
le men to ſalvation, and then he gives 
:0 hope for it; therefore the apoſtle 
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re, as hope for heaven, not being effec- 
ally called unto it, come before they are 
led, and are like to ſpeed accordingly. 
was death to ruſh into the preſence of 
haluerus uncalled, and ſure eternal death 
all cut them off mort. of coming home, 
ich ruſh rudely into the Holieſt of all, 
e in ff court of God almighty, even the 
3 heaven, being never inwardly and 


| that hath good hope to obtain his vitked 
es fire, will ſhew it by his induſtrious uſe 
WF the belt means, for the compaſſing there- 
T0098: {o he that in the morning hopes to be 


lay himſelf to ſleep, but get on horſe- 
ck, and be riding onward on his way; 
dhe that hopes to live long, will not 


1 it, the hope of his calling. Such there- 


Q called thither 2 1 but welt may l hope, | 
t eich 1 am truly called, as 1 have alſo proved 
d mut tore. Thirdly, my hope makes me uſe 
„ OT kgentsy all good means appointed by 
Oe od, for the obtaining of falvation; for 


ty miles off by ſun-ſet, will not fit him 
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|| ſtarve himſelf, but uſe the belt diet forall - 
ll  ferving his lite. Fourthly, it makes me 
N 1 = mylelt by holineſs, for that which 1 Wh"! 
1| = for, namely, the full fruition of the oi” 
Vous preſence of the perfeQly-pure, and! 
| 9 | ty God! In heaven, ac cording to that 071 ba 
4 * apollle, Every one that hath abis hope in 
1 0 purific th himjeif, even as (red is pure : RO 
I | unlike 10 One Who hoping to vet accel I 
iſ | to the preſence of the king with [318 g ple 
[ 4 tion, doth addreſs himſelf in all fui F. 
| manner, both in apparel, behaviour Ne 
| | __ Jpeech, for the preſence of his ſoverciahf® 
. Min. It appears your hope is found W** 
1 Wo good. even that which maketh nat aHννun 
i „ and the Ges of Hope fill you Inerewi th, | 4 
| | WP grant that you may abound therein ne 
„ the Holy Gboſt. But by what other fign bi 
8 you know that you ſhall be ſaved £ | a 
161 Cr. I find in my heart a true lov” 
by God: now I have learned out of the v“ 
b| | that he Lora hail promiſed the crown tf hi 
1 to them that love him, S. 1 make 0 
1 ſticn but he will be as good as his wi <* 
U ; who never failed therein, fince the Wee 
1 BY began ; ; therefore I Know that che i 
| |; of life i is mine. oy 
Mk. : 


Evidence for Heaven. 49 

0AM. All ſay they love God, and pro- 
s mess great friendſhip to him: ntvertbeleſs 
= fatter him with their mouth, and lie un- 
I 4 "him with their tongues, for their heart is 
wt right with him. How know you then 
hat you love him in truth ? * 
2 in Cin. Whereas there are three things in 
„e: Nee, affection to the thing beloved, a de-. 
dee Wire of conjunction with it, and a well 
is! N contentment taken in the enjoy ing 

uf i, all theſe I find in ſome meaſure in 
0 ne, toward my God, ſo that I know love 
exciahy” 3 ; which 1 further prove by theſe 
zund otes: Firit, becauſe I prize and eltimate ; 
i above all worldly things ; yea, mine 


Vit, —_ 
1 that Jeſed martyr Ignatius, I eſteem no Ane 
er fig hing, nor yet inviſible. fo that I may have 


5 


> thriit : yea, doubtleſs, I count all things but 
e in compariſon of bim, and do count them 
the uu dung, that I may win bim. Neither is 
20 is a mercena ry love, hired with the wa- 
ene © reward: for, though there were no 
His Apeaven, O Lord, I would love thee ; ; but 
the A eing chere is a heaven, J will account off 
he c. and labour to obtain it; yet ſtill will 1 
dye thee for thy goodneſs fake, O Lod: 


E 


50 The Righteous Man's _ 
for thou thyſelf art reward enough, the 
there were no more. Secondly, I am care. 
ful and unfeignedly defirous to pleaſe the 
Lord in all things; even as we fee, that 
men are loth to croſs or diſpleaſe thoſe 
whom they entirely love and eſteem. Here 
upon I give myſelf to love that which he 
loveth, and to hate that which he hate 
Ile loveth righteouſneſs, and bateth wick ſac 
neſs, and ſo do I, though not in equaliyF* erciſ 
for that is impoſlible, yet in fimilitude, ancou 
conformity; for it is required and expedſe bl. 
ed, as the prophet faith. They that loſrilt 
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the Lord hate evil, thus L endeavour myſelP me 
as God is, even ſo to be in this world love 
Thirdly, a man may know his love to an 0 low, 
thing, by the zeal and heat of affection s Dea 
whereby he is carried to that thing wing bro, 

he loveth. Thus every man is tranſported ““ 
and as it were eaten up with one zeal - 
other; ſome with the zeal of pleaſure, : lane 
Eſau was, who for a meſs of pottage ol laber 
bis birthright ; ſome with the zeal of hb, 


nour, as Abſalom was, who for to get / 
kingdom, ſought to draw blood from pre hi 
own father; ſome with the zeal of mone cher 
28 Judas was, who for his thirty picees I from 

e Peace, 


by y love to God: for though I be not eaten 


1. with zeal as David was, Oh 1 would I 
jc ere ſo too, y et I feel it burning within 
I * and the fire kindled : my zeal carrieth 
e to God. Fourthly, E love his word, 


" 


bo af ſacraments, prayer, and all other holy : 


lnkerciſes; whereby as I have gracious in- 


aurcour ſe, and heavenly conference, with 


M bleſſed Trinity; ſo in efpecial with 
1 Tilt n uy: well- beloved, who therein cauſ- 
viel nie to hear his ſweet voice, and to fee 


Orle 
* o love the houſe of God, fo that I can no 


Jol $ heartily than merrily ſing the note of 


prophet David; O Lord, I have loved 


Me Bid 


ries £45itation of bine houſe, and the place 
cal deine Honour dweiizth ; and another of 
fare, O Lord of hoſts, how amiable are 


Te, . & / | # 
e ſol bernacles ! my ſoul longeth, yea, even 


f rterE, for the courts of the Lord : my veart : 


wet 1 cry out for the living God. Fiſthly, 
m Mere his m meſſengers and ambaſſadors ” 4 


\ond oachers of his word, which are ſent unto 
-c {off from God, to treat about concluſions 


peace, bejeccbing me iu Corey s ſtead to be 


Wu 


2 2 


| Evidence for Heaven. no RE 
is Lord and Saviour. By,my zeal, I know- 


e, as Jeremiah did: My heart is hot with- 


bvely countenance: for which cauſe 1 
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Fett of him that bringeth theſe good Y1dings 


_ impatience) the miſeries of this life, which 


ed only to him, and that I might be per 


both him and myſelf) and always pralle hi 
name in heaven, Hou long, Lord, how tary! 


Even ſo come, Lord Feſus. 


of love to God's people? may not that b 
tion? 


know, ſaith St. John, that we have paſa 
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that publiſbethb peace, that bringeth good tid. 
ings of good, that publiſpeth ſalvation to me! 
Sixthly, I long for the coming of Chrit, 
not as though I could no longer bear fa 


are but light in compariſon of the weigh 
of glory, but that I might be married fo 
ever unto Chriſt, my love, in perfect joy, 
and hearts delight, being now but efpouk 


fectly ireed from all fin (whereby I grien 


Thou haſt ſaid, Surely I come quickly. Amin 
Ain. Thus it appears that the love 0 
God will warrant a man (as it doth you 
no leſs than heaven: but what ſay you 0 
ranked among the evidences of your ſav 


Con. Yes without doubt. For, hereby u 


from aecath unto life, becauſe we love the oft 
ithren, theſe do I love, that is, the chit rel 


e for Heaven, 


r God, and ſuch as are godly, and dies. 
ill 1 love for ever; knowing, that love is 


uch a debt, as 1 ſhall be always. = 
and yet! muſt, and will be ever paying 


ould to God there were as many payed 
le ior love, as do in theſe days pay uſe 
or money, Then ſhould they be no whit 
rie mpoveriſhed, leſs in the uſurers books, 
nd more in Gods: and ſo would it be a 
detter worlde 


nn in. Whereas you ſay you love the 


dod , it may be that is only becauſe they 
ve re friendly to you, or becauſe you receive, 
your hope to receive ſome outward Kindneſs 


oof$0d benefit from ſuch: if your love be no 
it ther than this, it is but ſelf-love, being 


h rounded merely upon your own private 


Wonumodity : and this kind of love may be 
5y ſound in an unregenerate and carnal man. 


paſii Con, It is not ſo with me, for though 
apply I may regard ſome ſuch for ſome 
Aren dch r relpect as wu name, * if I ſhould 


E. 3 


will ſtrive to be rather a creditor, than 2 
lebtor herein, and will not only return to 
he ſaints of God the love of love, the ſame 
neaſure that I receive from them, but e- 
en uſury and advantage of love: and I 


| 54 | The Rig hw Mar's 4 
* not love the child; of God for his own ſake 
more than I love my worldly friend for my 
_ commodities fake; or my kinſman far 
nearneſs of blood, I ſhould be void of any 
ſpark of true heavenly love. Therefore hen 
_ chiefly love the godly for ther goodneſfrien. 
and gadlineſs ſake : the ground of my lowiſaker 
unto | them, is the image of God in then hem 
This is that divine load-ſtone, which draw it 
my affection toward them. oui 
Min. How can you make it appear, that 

you love them with a right affection ? 

Con. Thus: 1. Becauſe I love ſome ſuchſ{eco! 
in the abſtract, even when they are ſevere 
nd ſeparate from all external reſpects and ſu 
grounds of love to me-ward; as when! 
Fear or read of the zeal, piety, conſtancy 
. heavenly virtues, and gracious endeavoun 
of the worthy fervants of God, ſuch as 
never knew, nor had any dealing with 
pet 1 find, that I love them, and feel tht 
i affection of my heart ſpreading itſelf te 
_ _ wards them, to embrace them: which can 
| not be for carnal reſpects, nor world 
| aopes, for it may be ſome of them are des 
and ron, and thus I love the ſaints dt 
 Partec!, winch are ne in heaven: tome 


Evidence for Heaven. 


keMtmes alſo 1 have known and loved ſome 
myvorthy Chriſtians, who then have flowed 
faith worldly proſperity, but after have fal- 


kn to a very low ebb of great adverſity : 
when the world hath bid them adieu, and 
riends, wealth, goods, have altogether 
aken their leaves; yet then have I loved 
hem as dearly as ever I did before : where- 
by it appeareth, that my love was not 
rounded upon worldly regards, which all 
orſook them; but upon their goodneſs and 
zodlineſs, which ſtill continued with them. 
decondly, I much affect the godly, and de- 
erelſhight exceedingly in their, company, yea, 
andſht ſuch as are nothing of En unto me, that 
1en e may be edified, through our mutual faith, 
\ncy{kereas I care not for the company of o- 
 ounFbers wanting true godlineſs, though they 
1 as Way be perhaps of my near kindred. 80 
wicht 1 can truly ſay, As for the ſaints that 
21 there in the earth, and the excellent, in them is 
it toy delight; but as for others, I have hated 
cage aſſembly of evil doers, and will not fit with 
xr de wicked: and if of neceſſity I be forced 
 CealÞ be in their company, then am I ready 
ts de with with the prophet, O that I had 
ſomeſhings like a dove, then would 1 fy away, 


R Lo 


56 
liberty, then I take up woe to expreſs my 
that I dwell in the tents of Kedar. 2. | han 
which works in me compaſſion, and make 
my heart even ake, and bowels yearn with 
in me, to ſee their grief, and behold then 

9 the true affeckion of a fellow member, fo, 
neſs, in ſome meaſure, to impart rmylelM- 


unto them, in life and goods, ſoul and bo. 
dy, ſo far as! can, to afford them help and 


coupling us to Chriſt; ſo may it as truf 


out. Now for as much as my love is thu 


The Righteous Man's 
and be at reſt ; or if this will not ſet men ö 


miſery, Woe is me, that I ſojourn in Meſechſ 


a fellow-feeling of the miſeries of the ſaints, 
my dear Chriſtian brethren and ſiſters 


in neceſſity. Whereby I perceive that | han 


if one member ſujfer, all ihe members jufia 
withit. Fourthly, I find in me a willing 


ſuccour: for, as it is truly ſaid of faith, i 
is whoNy copulative, wholly employed i 


be faid of love, that it is wholly commun +: 
cative, employed in imparting itſelf, at 
what it hath, to others, for their goo 
Faith 18 as the leads and pipes to bring War o 
and love is as the cock of the conduit io 


communicative to the children of God, bt 
cauſe they are his children, hereby T 
fee, that it is * the right kind, 


Evidence for Heaven. «7 
en Min. Alledge ſome other ſure ſign of 
mi our ſalvation. For, the more, the better 
chan: the richer you are in true treaſure, 
ehe more comfort may you have thereby. 
ny C⸗ The Lord hath promiſed to fulſil the 
13 Wire of them that fear bim; and that be 
kei l bear their cry, and will ſave them. Now 
vill find in ſome meaſure in me the true fear 
hen God : and though I ſay not of myſelf, 
haue, the ſcripture ſaith of Obadiah, that be 
eared God greatly : yet this I can lay, that 
defire to fear God greatly ; and this I 
are ſay in deſpight of the devil, that 1 
ar God truly. Therefore I ſhall be ſaved 
Faialy, according to God's holy Word 
ruh 
Min. Saint John tells us, that there is 
fear in love, but that perfect love caſtetb 
fear. Secing then you love God, how 
Bn you be ſaid to fear him? How can 
eſe two ſtand peaceably together ? 
Con. Very well : for, hs is a t*vo fold 


gur of God!: the firſt is a laviſh and ſer- 
10 We fear, in horror to dread his Majeſty, 
tha a cvere revenging Judge, either exe- 
i, ung his judgments, or ready to take 
| aWncance on u enemies. Thus all im- 


58 The R. ohteous Man's 

penitent perſons, * the devils fear FA 
and only thus; and therefore hate hin 
wiſhing there were no God. And this 


the meaning of Saint James, when he fait 


The devils believe and tremble. The lecon 
is a child-like fear, in awful reverence, au 
love towards God, to be careful not tod 
fend him: now chis fear is the true and m 
tural birth of love; being bred and brough 
forth of it. Lock then, as Sarah caſt 0 
Iſhmael, the ſeed of the bond woman, by 
would not caſt out her dear fon Iſaac : eye 
ſo the love of God doth caſt our of me, h 
degrees, the ſeed of bondage, the favil 


=; but not her own birth, the awful an 
haly fear of God; but cheriſheth and no 
riſheth this continually in me, and is 


nurſe unto it; ſo that now I fear not { 
much that God will condemn me, as thi 
I may not offend him, ſo good, fo loving 
a father to e: even as a good ingen od 
child fears to offend his father for ve 
love; but fears not that his father will ci 
his throat, or murder him, feeing he knof 
8 he loves him dearly. 
Min. Many fay they fear God, and 
do but lie againſt the truth: how kno 
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Evidence for Fawn, - 59 


God? 
Con. Firſt (as Hive faid) becaũſe it fol- 


zrable companion thereof, as another 
Joch hanging upon her mother Naomi: 
love in fear, and fear in love is a found 


ndly, it worketh in me marvellous hu- 


oulliity towards God, and cauſeth me in 
bil reſpect unto his glorious Majeſty, 
eye abaſe myſelf as ſinful duſt and aſhes be- 


re his bleſſed preſence : as Jacob's fear of 
W brother Eſau, made him humble him- 
f, and bow to the ground ſeven times 
fore him. Thirdly, it makes me afraid 
in, and to flee from it as Moſes fled 
dm his rod when it became a ſerpent : 


well as openly, for, though no eye do 
me, I ſet the Lord always before me, 
i kept Joſeph from committing folly, 
ug he might have done it cloſely and 
ertly enough. Fourthly, it makes me 
e ſin: for, The JF of the Lord, faith 


mon, 2s to hate evil, yea, inward cor- 


chat yours is this true child like fear 


us upon the former ſign of ſalvation; 
amely, the love of God, and is an inſe- 


Wiimony of the true fear of GOD. Se- 


nakes me fear to commit fin ſecretly, 


60 Th he Ri; FROM Man's 
ruptions, which ſick in the cranies off 
foul, and cannot be deſcribed, but by 
very narrow ſearch ; it caufeth my ha 
to riſe up againſt rebellious luſts, whit 
lie lurking within: as ſecret atheiſm, prid 
vain-glory, hypocriſy, envy, and the lik 
Fifthly, it makes me depart from every 6 
way, and from iniquity, to break of f 
practice of ſin, in the courſe of my hi 
to be a diſcontinuer in the way off ſinne 
and a reſident in the paths of righteouſnd 
Sixthly, this true fear of God diſpelle 
fo far as it prevaileth in me, all other al 
fears; as fear of men, of poverty, ofd 
grace, of death, &c. whereas men void 
_ the fear of God, are full of fond, ani i 
1h fears; they fear the crothng of an ha 
the howling of a dog, the crying of a1 
ven, Fairies, yea, fancies, and their of 
ſhadows : : as therefore wicked men m 
juſtly fear every thing, becauſe he f 
not God; ſo contrariwiſe. the richted 
man needs fear nothing elle, becauſe] 
fears him. This one thing then will [ i 
that I may fear nothing but God: aud 
I may rightly fear him, O knit my beat 
near unto thee, Q Lord, that T may feax| 
name. 
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Evidence for Heaven, 61 
Min. I am glad to fee you fo well ſtored 
of this divine grace and tare comodity, the 
fear of God: Oh, I would many thou- 
fands had more of this good ware in theit 

ore houſes, their hearts. But how elſe 

ie you affured, that you ſhall be ſaved ? 
Con. The Lord of his goodneſs bath gi- 

Wren me to taſte of the firſt fruits of the 
Meavenly Canaan already, as a pledge of 
the plenary poſſeſſion thereof hereafter : he 
ath given me that ſpiritual joy, which is 
heaven upon earth, And like as the clu- 
er of grapes brought from the brook Efh- 
col, with other fruits, was an earneſt to 
Ifrael of the future inheriting of the earthly 
Canaan ; even ſo is this joy to me, of in- 
eriting that goodly, that heavenly land, 

(whereof this is ſorne of the right fruit) the 
kingdom of glory: and I can bring St. 
Peter to be bonnd for my truth in this 
point; for thus he ſpeaks of them that re- 


i | 


hteafjoice <o3tÞ this jo Joy unſpeakable, and full of gle- 
ule Wy, that they 2 Il receive the end of their 
Leg, even I Jalvation of their ſanls. 


Min. True joy, I hold well, is a good 
pledge of heaven: but how prove you, that 
ours Is true joy? For who ſeem more 

F-- 


. 
. ignorant, worldly, yea, ungodly men? 
be poiſed, and ſettled with the weig t of 
be grace ; ; ina word, too light to be good. 

To joyful; and now have you ſpoken the 


and do but only jeem ſo : their joy is like 
the laughing of a man in his ſleep, wh, 


reioiceth in his imagination thereat ; but 


row one day, as ſhall make it manifeſt, 
And therefore well faith Solomon of ſuch, 


and good, I prove it thus: Firſt, becaule 
fhe is an handmaid to the right Kt 0 and 
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The Arden! Man's 8 
merry, wore frolicſome, or jocund, than 


they ſeem. to have as light hearts as any; 
and indeed, in my judgment, too light tg 


Con. Well have you ſaid, that they ſeen 


beſt you can of them: for indeed they ſeen 


dreaming of ſome very pleaſing Pw | 


when he awaketh he findeth no ſuch cauſe; 
even ſuch is the joy of the wicked; they d 
but laugh in their ſleep, and the devil ſhall 
give them ſuch a greeting and good mor 


Even in laughter the heart is forrowful, and 
the end of that mirth is heavineſs. : ow 
therefore that mine is not this baſe. bon 
joy, but of a nobler deſcent, but ſound 


renowned Lady, Faith : ſhe never gaes # 
lone, but is always OF her. Foj 


fiſt, 1 belieye through faith, that J am re- 


vice, deing thus at peace with him: and 


nd fountain : it ſpringeth out of the bitter 


thelſroot of godly ſorrow, and grief of heart for 
in: neither can any come to drink of this 
1; Mvater of life, this heavenly joy, till theß 
have firſt drunk of the water of Marah, bit- 


„ e 5 
in ter, yet godly forrow ; as our Saviour tells 
bus diſciples, your ſorrow ſhall be turned into _ 


099. Thirdly, It is faſtened upon the right 
object: for I chiefly rejoice in heavenly 


end ſpiritual things, as in God himſelf; 1 


can ſay with the prophet, He is my exceed. 


antenance upon me, bereby thou hoſt pus 
ladneſs in my beart. ] rejoice alſo in the 


n bert; yea, then when it ſearcheth me 


aſe Even to the quick, herein I find an honey- 
nicomb. I rejoice in the grace of God 


„ vrought in me, and others, as alſo in my 
oor Nt and their falvation ; [reforce in the bope 


2 


Evidence for Heaven. 63 
conciled to God, and then hereupon 1 je- 


oer this caute it is called, be. joy of Faith, 
1 Necondly, it ifſueth out of the right vein 


el. g ey, and, Lord lift up the light of thy 


word of God, as one thet findeth a great 
0, yea, it is the very joy, and rejoicing of 


ef the glory of Goa, in the comfortable uſe 
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Dief joy, Fourthly, it is / 
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ſacraments, in prayer, Chriſtian can.. 


_ ference, in pfalms, and ſpiritual. fong), 


maki 5 melody to the Lord I an glu 


When t ey fay unto me, let HS. 20 into the Gau. 


a 7 ihe Lord. I rejoice in the welfare of 
10 


n: yea, I can prefer. abs lays above ny 
e fruit of it 

Spirit, not of the fleſh, as carn: joy, i, 
which cauſeth men to rejoice only or chief. 


Iy in their corn and their wine, their wealth 
and their honours, their pleaſures and thei 
profits; this nature affords unto. them, 


But I find in me a ſupernatural joy, in 


_ things divine and. ſpiritual; which cor 
_ IVpt nature can take no liking of, much 
leſs delight therein: therefore it hath been 
w rought in me by a power divine, that is 
the fruit of God's Holy Spirit. Filthiy, 


whereas the joy of the wicked is light and 
ſhort, a flaſh and away, no better than the 
chirping of birds in a ſun-ſhine day: mine 


is firm and durable; not like ſummer fruit, 
which holds good but for a time, for the 
ſummer:ſeaſon of proſperity; but my joy 


is laſting fruit, which ſtill holds good; yea, 


even in the hardeſt winter of greateſt ad- 
verſity, I can / in tribulations, Sixthhy, 
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1 Evidence fer Heaven, 65 
it is a victorious joy: for, when as grief 
like lead lies heavy on my heart, preſſing it 


down, then doth this joy lift up my heart 
in faith, together with my hands, eyes and 


voice upward to the heavens, above ihe moun- 
tains, from whence my belp cometh ; where- 
by appears, it overcometh grief, and get- 


teth victory over temptation: Thus I have 
that which is the very life of life, true joy: 
for life without this, is hardly worthy the 


nec... 5 Mo 
Min. This pledge of heaven which the 
Lord hath put into your heart, I may not, 
nor cannot except againſt : therefore pro- 
ceed unto another ſign of your ſalvation. 

Con. Patience under the croſs may not 


be left out nor forgotten, no more than it 
may be caſt off, or forgone; well it deſerves 


a room among this good company of wit« 
neſles, all which give in evidence, that hea- 
ven is mine. That is a ſure fign of ſalva- 
lion, St. James proves it, when he faith, 
Blej/ctb is the man that endureth temptation, 
jor when be is {rird, be ſhall receive the crown 


of life : and that it is in me, my conſcience 


proves it; therefore I am bleffed, but more 
dielled ſhall I ye * I receive the crown, 
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66, The Righteous Man's Hg 
A Min. Well may the crown indeed be ſe 
upon the head of patience, ſo noble and i 


* 


o be: 
e tal 
- conquering a grace: for, Chriſtian ſuffer: ing 
ing is a noble kind of conquering: and he d, be 
that ſo ſuffereth, no leſs than conquereth, Woyrt 
And if you have alſo found this gem in you, With : 
happy are you, provided always that it be f Go 
true patience, how prove you that? _{Woth 
Con. Virit, becauſe I do not only find Wealin 
out, but alſo find fault with any inclination un e 
or diſpoſition toward impatience ; I checkMaus 1 
and controul myſelf for it: when it begins With 
to ſtir, I begin to ſtifle it before it gather 
ſtrength, or get to head. Secondly, 16d 
not go about to preſcribe to God the mes- 
{ure of afflicting me; nor yet the manner, 
means, or time of helping, eaſing and de. 
livering me: I can be content with the 
grace of God in the forgiveneſs of my vn, 
and ſanctification of his Spirit, tho? I want 
other things; and receive the love of Gol 
With good contentment, tho? it came alone, 
or attended with the croſs. Thirdly, War 
more fear to do the evil of fin, than 0 bs 
Iuffer *he.evil of puniſhment for fin, foi, 
to ſuffer afflition is not evil, but to com- 


* 


* 
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Ewidence for Heaven. 5 4 57 
o bear the puniſhment, ſo that che fin may 
{We taken away: oh, I would not for any 


er. ling that the rod of God ſhould be remov- 
he Wd, before the cure'be thoroughly wrought. 


th, Woyrtlily, my patience goes accompanied 


ow With a profiting under the correcting hand 


be Wi Cod: tor firſt it brings forth experience, 

oc of the care, and love, and gracious 
ind Wealing of God towards me, as alſo of my 
wn eſtate and carriage toward him; and 


mth God, and with myſelf: it alſo bo 


ne cleave and cling faſter to him, as a 


ould go away, and leave it to the wolf: 


mn not like wicked Ahaz, who in the time 
[ bis diſtreſs, did yet treſpaſs more and more 


e holy prophet, Before I was offited, 1 
wil orgs but now beve J JH ihy 97h, 


us I come to have better acquaintance 
reaſeth my love toward him, and makes 


bild doth to his parent, when he turneth 
way from it, and maketh as though he 


t Itrengtheneth my faith, and cauſcth me 
rely more ſtedfaſtly on God, in diſtreſ- 
s for time to come, and 2 dram of tried 
uth is better than a pound of untried, 
altly, it worketh in me reformation : 1 


Pain}? the Lord. For I can truly fay with 
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; 68 FN - The Righteous Man's „„ Y 
O God. Thus by patience | reform myſelf Hear 


and thus in | patience J poſſeſs | my ſoul: 
therefore it is true patience. 


* 


- Mein. By what other certain ſign are you 
perſuaded of your everlaſting ſalvation ! 
Con. They which have received the co 
neſt of the ſpirit in their hearts, are therchy 
ſealed unto the day of redemption : this have 
I received, to wit, the infallible teſtimon 
of God's holy Spirit, which beareth witneh 
with my ſpirit, that J am the child of Go 
ant ſo an heir of glory: ſeeing God (v 
cannot lie) tells me by his Spirit, I ſhall h 
ſaved, I hold it (as I am bound) for a n 
ceſſary, and a moſt undoubted truth. 
. Ain. Thouſands of ungodly ones have 
perſuaſion that they ſhalt be ſaved, : 
none ſeem more confdent than they, ani, 
yet it is but preſumption, and the iliuſy 
of the devil in them; for they have no mot 
true right to ſalvation, than dogs to tl 
Childrens bread: yea, and tho” they ſwd 
to it too (as that they are ready- enough 
do) yet you need not credit them, un. 
you will; and if you do, it is but a lie: 
Ha woman that had a child ſhould iv 
me was a maidy or one zliat had a plag 
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E vidence for Heaven. 
kar ; would you believe either of them, 


ould not: how know you then, that yours 


jou the teſtimony of God's Spirit, and not 
„ Wicſumption, which is nothing elſe but the 
ec ing ſpirit of Satan than in the mouths and 
reh Hearts of all bis children? 7 
had Con. Firſt, I prove it by the birth of it: 


„ contrary to nature, by the word of 
od, heard, read, meditated upon, and 
e lite good means: whereas preſumption 


rd, out of the rank ſoil of nature. Se- 
udiy, as Jacob may be known by Jacob's 
ice, trom Efau : ſo may this be known. 


„ IK its voice; for it doth not barely tell 
3 | 2 1 Hall be ſaved, but it proves it to 


ich | have alledged and divers otbers, 
' ereas preſumption doth only luggeſt that 


It when they are aſked, why they think 


y + dee any ſound ſuficient reaſon for the 
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hre on him, ſhould ſwear that he were 


or all their facing of the matter? ſure you 


Ir it hath been wrought and planted in 


W- 2 {tinking weed, grows of its own ac- 


* * D 
R 


, and perſuades me by all theſe former 


keeit unto men, but proves it not; fo 


ben be faved, they are not Able to 


70 The Righteous Man's | 
| ſpeaks. the ſame, that the word of 60 
_ doth without me, both being the voice 
the ſelf-ſame ſpirit of God, which canng 
contradict itſelf; but preſumptuous pn 
ſumption ſpeaks cohtrary to God's word 
for whereas the ſcripture ſaith, Unleſs a my 


dom of God; and, tbe unrigbteout fhall y 
inherit the kingdom of God; and, without h 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt; yet preſumption. bea 
men in hand, they ſhall be ſaved bowl 
ever, and is ready to buze into their 

O alas, good Sir, pity yourſelf theſe thin 
mall not be unto you. Fourthly, God 


me, and therefore brings me to God, mai 


me, as love, joy, peace, long-ſufferi 


ent], 
here 
pit 
Jo i 
tree 
WI: 
3 
on! 
DIRT! 
) in | 


be converted, be cannot enter into the kin 


lineſs, no man Hall ſee-the Lord: and, th 


: @ 4 in 
the Lord will vate vengeance on bem 1 
know bim not, and obey nol the goſpel of cit + 


 fay 
ve © 
ord 

uo 4; 


Spirit doth as well make interceſſion 


ing me pray earneſtly and fervently to M 
from a ſenſe and feeling of my manfo 
ſins, with groanings, which cannot be 
tered ; but preſumption drives men turt 
from God, neither worketh any fuch i 
vent prayer in them.  Fifthly, God's Mis 
Tit brings forth the fruits of the Spirig! 


* -4 PT ==?! 


Evidence for Heaven. or 
3 goodneſs, &c. Gal. v. 22. 
hereas preſumption, as it is of the fleſh, 
pit yields the fruits of the fleſh, as adulte- 
WW, fornication, uncleanneſs, wantonneſs, 
red, variance, wrath, ſtrife, envyings, 
wrders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch 
Me, Gal. v. 19. and theſe are the com- 
on fruits of theſe days ;, which grow more 
ouaonly | in towns and houſes, than crabs 
Lin woods, and hedge-rows : they which 
ing forth fuch fruits as theſe, give heed 
W the witch that ſpeaks within them; the 
Wicit of Satan, who tells them, they "ſhall 
We faved as ſoon as the beſt, and 850 be- 
ve him: but 1 will hear what God the 
as will ſpeak ; for he will heat peace 
uo bis people, and 10 bis ſuinis; Yez, O 
Wor, let me hear this thy voice within 
. ſpeak louder, that I may hear thee 


iter, O ſay unto my ſoul, 1 am thy ſal- 
Hon. 


Min. There may appear as manifeſt 5 


erence between the witneſs of God's 
| ty Spirit, and the lying ſuggeſtion of 
devil, to ſuch as are not wilfully blind, 

1s. between light and darkneſs ; truth 
blood: but leſt | be burdenſome to 
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72 
dien, and that ſhall ſuffice. 


* 


I perceive that I am one of thoſe, wha 
God hath faithfully promiſed in his wo 
to fave :;for though a number of men, Perla 


| book of life, becauſe I find myſelf jul 


The Rig bisous Man's 
„name one ſign more of your lt al 


ed 1 


Con. It is no whit irkſome to the nt 
of this world to look on their gold and f 


ver, their deeds and leaſes; nay, they tir 4 


a marvelous pleaſure and delight therenMbut ; 
why then ſhould it be burdenſome tot 
children of God, to view, and look owl 
the marks of their falvation, ſeeing the raw 


are much more precious than gold chat ere 
riſneth? But for as much as you req 


but one ſign more, I will endeavour Mheſe 
comprehend all under one: In ſam the 


the greateſſ number think to get hcaveſÞne p 


though they have neither {crip, nor ſeſput c 
to ſew for it: yet have both God's vo i 


and his writing 5 ſhew; or rather his wo w. 


in writing, that heaven belongs to Mat! 
Now the ſcripture is a true copy, al 


. dravght of the book of life, taken ouWhen- 
the court of heaven by God's own hail 


fo that there can be no error in it: Heat 
by Tknow that my name is written in! 


2 ye —_ bs. «ARS | 


Evidence fur Heaven. 173 
daun ed in God's holy feripture, amon thok 
Jo whom he hath promiſed eternal lite. 
mee Min. Indeed if you be of that number, 
1d here is no fear but you ſhall be ſaved: 
ter he abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf. 
rei dut are you ſure, that you are ſuch a one. 
to H Con. Thougb all that I have hitherto 
ound. and the ſigns which I have produced, 
 tharawn out of the ſcripture, and grounded 
at pbercon, do verify the fame, yet (if you 
equi give me leave) I will alledge a few of 
our Mheſe divine teſtimonies, wherein God hath 
chenW@Owritten my name, or my general and ma- 
whoWute!t character in expreſs connection wit! 
; worWus inviolable promiſe of ſalvation, ande- 
n, jaerlaiting life. And as you have heard 
;caveWÞe plead many ſure evidences, truly taken 


r ſcrÞut of the grand copy, fo now you may 


woll ſee the grand copy itſelf : in ibe volume 
is wolf which book I find it written of me, and 
to Mat in ſundry places, that I ſhall be ſaved. 
y, . Min. This would I gladly ſee: proceed 
out den to ſhew it. , 


1 han} Cor. God in his word hath promiſed, : 
: Heat 0 will be nigb unto them, that are ef 


1 in ten beart, and ſave ſuch as be of @ contrite 
£ init, and a wonderful cure indeed he will 
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7% pe Ripbtecns Man's 
do utterly. give them over, he, like the 
- good Samaritan, will bind up their wounds 
and pour in the oil of comfort, 2nd-wing 


And bring them into bis chambers ; he wi 


wretchedneſs; having by my ins (Gm 
ſerved no leſs than the heavy wrath of Gol 
O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deiivn 
ine from fin, that unwelcome gueſt, nay 


Cbriſt, for by him I have deliverance : 0 
Au} vouchſafe, dear God to. viſit me f 


with the Centurion, that thou ſhouldel 


0 far I am a. inful man; nay, rather thereto 


Work. upon them: even then Ms all! help 


of gladneſs; he will take them in his army 


take the care of them, and work: the cure; 5 


on them; for none can do it but he, nom oe 


can cure thoroughly, the heart. mw 72 


und ſuch as are fick thereof, but onl hall 
God: ſuch a one am I; I am bruiſed and Bur 


broken in heart and ſpirit, and diſtreſſe 
in conſcience,” for my ſimfulneſe and 


{ms) ſo. many, great, and grievous, de 


that deadly enemy ? I thank my God 1broutl 


poor patient; and though I be not worthy 


come uirder my roof, yet far be it tro. . - 
me, to ſay as Peter, Lord depart ſrom n 


come to me, for 1 have the more need d 


| Evigence for Heaven. T6 
| heink 
© the 
ound 
|-wing 
army 
Ee Wi 
cu ppread a plaiſter of thine own! heart 


ee, as Jam: thou Jookeſt for ſuch a 
atient, ſweet ſeſus, and Llack ſuch a phy- 


nonod, and apply it to my foul, Stay me: 
ith ty flagans, and comfort me with thy 6, 


ound 
on! 
i and 
elle 
; and 
m 
„ d 
00 
2c 
, nay 
>; cul 
0 
le tl 
orthy 
uidel 


les, for I am fick of love: my heart is 
youncled within me, but ſeeing thou haſt 

romiſed, I know thoa wilt perform it; 

hat thou wilt cure me, that thou wilt ſave. 

ne, being thus nere in & ſoul 85 
by ins. 

Min. How elſe can you prove yourſelf 10 

e juch an one as God dann Funüled to 
1 of 1 
Con. He bath Spende to give to bim thats 
relhirft, of the fountain of he water of life: 
reely ,_ 1. e. he which earneltly deſires the 
wour of God, thro' Chrilt's righteouf- 
els, to the inheriting of eternal life, ſhall. 
e altured thereof, to the allaying of the 
calding heat of his boiling couſcience, and. 
0 the endleſs comfort and ſalvation of his; 
Wl: thus. I do thirſt, I do no is Ort 
"NY 


hee; ihe whole netd net the Phyſicron, ' but! 


can as thou art; Oh be pleaſed to come 
pe unto me, pour forth ſome more of. 
precious oil into my wounded heart; 
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the right place, preferring it before i 


good, He fatisfieth the longing foul, and f Wc 


. Bb Wee 
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The Righteous Man's 
than earneſtly deſire ſalvation. Firſt, i 


things in the world. Secondly, to hill 4X 
right end, that J might be wholly fred fave 
from fin, and perfectly glorify: God in hal C 
ven. And thirdly, in the right mauneſ poor 
as well defiring the means that lead ther bear: 
to, as the end whereto they lead. Her {or 
upon it is, that the more grace I recen and 
the more l hunger after, and that I have hun 
ways fuch a ſpiritual drought and unſathiſ ing 
ble thirſt after Chriſt's moft precious blood fins 
and perſe& righteouſneſs, that my ſink and 
foul may be clothed with this fine whit as 
garment and gorgeous attire ; and oh ho bet: 
long after the favour of God: and like u G0 
the diſciples ſaid unto our Saviour, whaliff the 
he told them of the bread of heaven; Lo pov 
ewermore give us this bread: fot, havingot : 
taſted the fweetneſs of God's favour, can ipir 
not chooſe but pray, Lord, give me eve ſin 


more to enjoy this thy favour : yea, Eu har 
4s the bart panteth after the water brooks Go 
fo panteth my foul after thee, O God: my ſouWtitu 


 thirſtath for God, for the living God, like Wiper 


the thirſty land. Well, yet his word Go 


+ '$ 
x 
7 ks Er - 4 " 
of * * 
* % by 


a 


Uh 


eth the hungry foul wich ane, and hit FOE 


my comfort. 


fave? 


door in ſpirit, for theirs is the king dem of 


and theſe mourners are they which are 


ing their ſpiritual wants and poverty, their 
ins and miſery, being heartily ſorry tor, 
and bewailing the ſame ; and lo deſpairing 
as touching any goodneſs of their own, 
betake themſelves wholly to the mercy of 


the beautiful gate of the temple, whereat 
poor cripples lie, yea, lazars, a multitude 
of impotent folk, blind, halt, withered, 
Ipiritual beggars, wofal creatures, poor 


hand of ſo pitiful a God. And well doth 
God's mercy deſerve to be called the beau- 
tiful gate of heaven, for hereby only do 
penitent finners enter into the preſeace of 


God, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 


I vidence for on 77 


Min. Whom elſe hath Gol promiſed to i 
Con. Blifed, faith our Savi jour, are the 


leaven: and, Bleſſed are they that mourn, 
for they ſhall * comforted; theſe poor ones, 


humble and lowly in {pirit, ſeeing and feel- 


God in Chriſt ; which mercy of God is like 


ners: humbly craving an alms at the 


0 to enjoy che bleſſed vition for ever * 
G 3 


$1. fave? 


craving, crying, Have mercy upon me, 0 
God, have mercy upon me, according 10 the 


. ane, for I am-poor and needy, O bow down 
bine car and bear, open thine eyes and (t, 
For my heart is ſmitten and withered like graſs, 


unto me, and pave mercy upon me, for I an 
 defolate and afflifted, loo upon my afflittion, 


unto me, and have mercy upon me, heal 


Bear, O Lord forgive, O Lord hearken and 
| * . fo, defer not for thine own ſake, O my Gul, 


mourn, and therefore the promife of bleſ. 
ſedneſs belongs to me, and 1 have as good 


he hath ' hereunto; ſo then, 1 am bleſfel 


7 1 ſhall be 


— I; 
r » : 


4M .. e 
eaven. Thus doch a poor creature, lie 
daily at God's beautiful gate knocking, 


multitude of thy compaſſions, put away my ini. 
grities ; incline thine car, O Lord, and hear 


and I am in great miſery ; O turn thy fate 


and my pain, and forgive all my fins, O tum 
foul, for I have jinned b thee; O Lord 


Thus 1 am poor in fpitit, and thus do! 


right unto it at as any poor ſinner whatloe- 
ver, for the poorer the ſinner is in ſpirit 
the greater beggar he is, the better ri 


att ve fn eh own words) hecank 
eſſe 


*Afin, Vihom dll hath God faid be wil 


os IP hoſoever ſhall call upon the name of 
e Lord, ſhall be ſaved, as witneſſeth the 


rd in faith, both as concerning his po 
„and will to help, and ſhall Kearny i in 


its of his Holy Spirit, more firmly to he- 
ere, foundly to repent, aol to prac- 
e patiently to ſuffer, conſtantly to perſe- 


Trion, Mere, fuch a one ſhall certainly be faved : 

tun Wer yp he takes ſanctuary in this ſtrong | 

/- my Mover, called he name of God, which is far 

Lord rough out of the reach of Satan's gun- 
and ot: 1 well may we call it ſure hope, 

God. Ir ſure defence; for though a man be pur- 

— ed with fiercer and more furious rage of 
e 


good Ie avenger of bloc 


pint, Waine of God by r myocating and eall- 


g thereupon, then he is fafe enough; for 


rt 
fed Mite name of the Lord is a Aron tod er, the 


canto Mibreous rummeth into it, and is ſaſe: and 


ke truth is, whenever a poor finner being 


' will oy affeulted by ts and very hard 


Evidence for Heaven. : 79 


oſtle: that is, whoſoever not only in out- 
ard miſeries, but alſo and that eſpecially 
spiritual diſtreſſes, ſhall pray unto 1 


ruth and ſincerity call upon God, for the 


atan, than ever 5 man · layer was, by 
to the city of refuge, 
tſoe · Met if bs can but get ſhelter under the 


80 The Righteous Mans 
put to, ſinding in himſelf no power to with 
ſtand, ſhall unfeignedly cry to the Lon 
for aid, he ſhall be preſervcd : yea, an 
yet more, whoſoever fearing that he hal 
not ſaving grace, that he i: not in thef 
vour of God, nor his ſins pardoned, an 
that his ſoul ſhall not be ſaved; if he at 
but find a heart to pray unto the Lord fi 
_ theſe things with an honeſt and uprigh 

mind; as ſure as the Lord is true, he ſha 
be ſaved, and that by virtue of this pry 
miſe of God, Vpboſocver ſpall call upon h 
name ſball be ſaved; for thus he flieth unt 
this ſtrong tower, where he ſhall be pn 
ſerved ſafe a while, and after he ſhall h 
removed by the guard of good angcl tf 
the palace of non-ſuch in the kingdome 
heaven, which is a privileged place; when 
fin, Satan, the fleſh.and the world, han 
nothing to do, and therefore . ſhall not I 
there moleſted by any of them in the lei 
meaſure. Now I am one of them that q 
thus call upon the name of the Lord, 
that daily, when I feel myſelf oppreſſedf . 
ſin and Satan, and can find very ſmall, 
(to my thinking ſometimes) no grace atdl 


in me, yet wen can n pray untoch 


all, 
. 
ton 


Evidence for Heaven. g 


Lord, for his help and faving grace, that 


may be ſaved, therefore I ſhall be ſdved. 


Min. To whom elſe hath God Pamiſes 


alvation in his word? 


Con. Chriſt hath promiſed, that he which 
mercometh, ſpall ft with bim in bis thrane, 
that is, he that holds out to the end, con- 


inually reſiſting and fighting againſt his 


biritual enemies, the ae the fleſn and 
not * 


e devil, ſhall haye (though 
y) yet fclowſhip 55 Chriſt in glory e- 


erlaſting : prom do I daily fight ef 12 may 
myſelf a ſpi- 


wercome : Firſt, 1 account 
mual ſoldier, bound and ſworn to my cap- 


Wain the Lord Jeſus, of whom I have allo 


ken 'preſs-money, the ſacrament of bap- 
im, and wear his colours, the prefeſſion 


| Chriſtianity, and know there is martial 
Wav, eternal death for me, iI 


em my captain. 


Secondly, I take . of the manifold 


Nins, nd 'plots of my foreign enemies, 
de world and the devil, and the treafons 


ld treacheries. of my 4 foes. the 


ell that rebel, my head-ſtrong paſſions 


dd unruly luſts, thoſe traitors: E fee and 
Herve, how they my where lay es 


— — — 5 


. 7 he Ni 6 breous Man's 


et grins for me, purpoſing to cauſe my jſtepsth 
flide, and to overthrow my foul, theſe dy 
e whereas men of the world: fee 10 
fuch ſnares laid in their ways by their ſp 


ſouls, and the murdering thereof: for al 
are like Samſon, their enemies are upon 


and fo the devil prevails againſt them, puff 
out their eyes, and leads them captives a 


beſiege me, ſeeking to invade me, I there 


in this my little kingdom, the city of m 


for me, and ſpread nets in my path-way, ay 


ritual enemies, for the intrapping of thei 
them, and they cannot tell you of any, bn 


them, and they faſt aſleep in carnal fecurit 


his pleaſure : he makes a mock. of 1 
and makes ſport with him, but at len 
he falls from jeſting, and brings en 10 
deſtruction in good earneſt. Thirdh 
whereas theſe my enemies do continua 


fore keep daily watch and ward, fort:iying 


ſoul, and caſtle of my heart; I have a ſpe 
cial care to look well to the gates al 
cinque-ports, my outward ſenſes, wierd 
ottentimes divers traiterous thoughts all 

ebellious luſts are ready to ſteal in, whid 
cauſe very often much mutiny in the fol 
commog-wealth, for if ſhould g grant libel 


0 Evidence fer Heaven: 33 
lor fin to break in, the devil would en- 


1 er too with his great Armado of his helliſn 


£psto 
fe do 
e 10 
r ſpi. 


ror in the judgment, of lying and ſlum- 


the p . | 8 
r in the conſcience, of deadneſs and 


ardneſs in the heart, and fo in the reſt: 
mus with his legions would he over- run 
he, and ſoon make me deſolate. Fourth- 
„ 1 reſolve when 1 am in the conflict, 
ith the allurements of the world, the in- 


7, but 
upon 
curtt) 
„ PU 
ves at 
them 
lengt 
em t 
hardly 
inualh 
chere 
tifying 
ot m 
e 2 ſpe 
es + All 
herd 
its all 
Which 
ne fowl 
it libel 


propoſe never to give over fighting, as 


lighty God, who {trengtheneth me. Fight 


„ and fland up for my help, through thee J 
i Go valiantly, for thou ſhalt tread down 
enemies, and bruiſe Satan under my feet. 
Min. Who elſe hall be ſaved according 
the tenure of the records of holy writ ? 
Cen. Such as are purged from the pollu- 
bns of prophane ones, and afe ſanctified, 


irits, and would take poſſeſſion, placing 
us deputies in ſtrongeſt holds; as the ſpi- 
it of blindneſs in the underitanding, of 


cements. of ſin, the temptations of Satan 
her to die, than to yield to any of chem; 


mg as I have any breath within me: not 
bubting but T {hall at length have perfect 
Kory, culy through the might of the al- 


we, ( God, againſt them that fight againje 
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of ſaints, which their heavenly God. fac 
hath given unto them? 


to miſcall theſe, or to deny them the 
names, ſaying, we cannot be faints ha 


4 
» wail w/e; 222 


this name, what mortal man then dares 
fo bold, as to nickname them with tert 


nouring of him. 


are veſſels unto Na ao: that is, they whic 
are made partakers of true grace, and{ 
Have the image of God renewed in then 
which ronfilteth in bolineſa and true rig bieu 
nes, ſhall be heirs of true glory; theſe: 
they which are called faints : yea, the Ly 
himſelf, that high and mighty potentadi 
is their God - father, for he hath given the 


of reproach ; or to find fault with this nam 
Min. Methinks none foul dare on 


but let them 5 what is true ſand 
grace? 

Con. A new created quality of holind 
throughout the whole man, in /pir:t, jo 
and body, that is, in mind, will, and 4 
our bodily members; yea, in all the 
ers of the ſoul, and parts of the bod 
wrought in us by God's Spirit, for then 


Min. Have this new quality ofh 9 
Ae! in you? "I 


; Evidence for Heaven.  _ $5. 
whit 
and{ 
they 
Bean 
eſe q 
> Lo 
entatt 
1 tha 
Ares! 
| ter 
$ all 


fathl 


ome weak meaſure in me: for how, could 
[poiibly be thankful to the Lord for ſuch 
n ineſtimable gift, if I ſhould not take nq- 
tice of it, and acknowlege i it ; eſpecially con- 


ug grace that can be, is far more worth 


for 1 dare not, though it be very ſmall, 


e One 
n the 


s hernake me rich in all grace, filled with the. 
ityit 71165 of rightecuſneſs unto his glory and praiſe; 


7, foubich are fanttified. 


and i Min. It appears by all theſe fiews which 
16 poſWou haye produced, that your aſſurance is 
> bodWot that common counterfeit ware which ; 
thebMoes for current among a number of men,. - 
1 | fleeting concelt in the brain, but that 
ole are truly aſſured of your falvation : I 
” n confeſs, 1 can no way miſlike theſe 


H 


bn I dare not deny but God of bis 
mercy, hath begun this work of grace in 


ſdering that the very leaſt meaſure of ſav- 


than 1 can expreſs, or praiſe God for 
mouch, ſo long as I live? deny it there- 


ft I hould be unthankful to the Lord, 
for ſo great a mercy as the leaſt ſeed of 
grace is: but this I dare do, to pray to. 
um for more: yea, and I beſcech him to 


or he alone is able to build me up further, 
olineW"4 /o ove me an inheritance among . all them 


l — — — * . ” "— 
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hs 1 : 


8% The Righteous Man's 
your evidences having thus examined them, ſl = 
nor, I think, a whole council of divine, Iny 

if they ſhould fit to determine thereon. I br 
cannot ſee, how any can pick a hole, or bea 
find a flaw herein: and I judge, that vou vil 
have as good a title to heaven, by theſe hi 

your ſcripture evidences, as the beſt landed e 
man in the world hath, or can have, ound 
His beſt free-hold, by his parchment evi. Idee 
| dences : But L pray you, now tell me fur. Neo 
ther, are you not ſometimes troubled with 
fear and doubting of your ſalvation, for all 
this? Pr li e , 
Con. Oh alas, good Sir, I muſt need; 
confeſs that I am, and that not a little to 
my grief. I am none of thoſe confident 
fools, which never doubted in all their 
| Ives, whereby they give evidence againk 
_ themſelves, that they never yet beljcved. 
Min. But how then? do you not {irive 

_ againſt doubting, as being a very evil and 
pernicious thing? 1 
Coen. Yes that I do: for to yield unto 

that, were to entertain Satan for my cou 
ſellor, who is my. greateſt adverſary, and 
to take him for my Surgeon, to heal my 

_ wounded: heart, who is my deadlieſt ene: 


you 
theſe 
nded 
eyi. 
> fur- 
with: 
or all 


eds 
tle to 
fident 
their 
gaink 
ved. 
\\rive 
il and 


Evidence for Heaven. s: 7 
ny: no, Satan ſhall not be my Surgeon; > 
for inſtead of healing the wounds of my 
heart, he will make himſelf more work, he 
vill make more ſores than he heals: and thoſe 
which he ſeems to heal, he doth but ſkin 
over, with the ſtinking ſalve of falſnood: 
and the wounds which are, he will make 
deeper and more incurable: let all good 
people take heed of this murthering ſurge- 
02. I have experience enough of him, and 
therefore though he do impudently obtrude 
his ſalve unto me, yet I caſt it away from 
me, that is, I ſtri: e againſt doubting, with 
ll my might and power; as one would 
york againft the pangs of death, to retain 
fe and breath: and I am bound i in conſci- 
nce ſo to do, becaule I know, for as much 
s I have the true ſigns of ſalvation in me, 
loubting proceeds from the malice. of Sa- 
an who means me no good, and from un- 
deſief of heart in me, and is much preju- 
licial to my ſoul's comfort; itis alſo great- 
y Clibonourable to God, for as a man 
urts himſelf moſt by preſuming. ſo he of- 
ers God the greateſt wron doubting ;. 
Weed a double . Ful he offends 


would think there were no harm, Hal 


88 The Righteous Men's 5 
his juſtice by finhing ; ; then he wrongs his 
mercy, by dotibting of forgiveneſs, ves, 
_ atnple wrong: for it is to call his ruth al 

ſo into queſtion, and to make him a !iar; 
for, He that beheveth not Cod, hath mad 
him a liar, becauſe be believeth not the record 
That he gave of his Son, as ſaith St. John 
and doubting is not believing. It is ally 
great diſobedience to God, for he com 
mands to believ e, This is bis commandment 
hat we believe in the name of bis Son Jet c 
Chrift : in regard of theſe infinite injuric 
offered to God hereby, it muſt needs be 
much diſpleaſing to him, and if 1 wer 
clear of all other ſins in the world, yet | 
mov deſerve condemnation, for this ven 
lin, if I did not believe. Therefore it ſtand 
me highly upon, to withſtand doubting 
in all theſe reſpects, and not to liſten t 
_ thoſe ſecret queſtions, which Satan pr 
pounds inwardly unto me by way of doubt 
leſt by conſulting therewith, I ſhould be ei 
Tnared, as Eve was: for firſt he did bi 
propound a queſtion to her, wherein on 


God ſaid, Ye ſpall not eat of every tree of 
garden? But whillt ſhe 1 to think 


8 bi Evidence for Heaven,  g 
vez this queſtion, he wound further into her, 
th a, and made her doubt of the truth thereof, 
iar: and at length grew ſo ſtrong, as that he 
nat perſwaded her, ſhe might eat thereof, and 
ccord Ml that it would be greatly for her good, and 
John advancement : this his old policy he hath 
is al not forgotten, but uſeth at this day, and 
com therefore firſt propounds ſecret queſtions 
Amen inwardly to the minds of God's children: 
Je fuck queſtions as ſeem in ſhew not hurtful 
nijuri but profitable, that we may know our e- 
eds bal ſtate better; as whether the promiſes be- 
| were long to us? whether God will keep his pro- 
yet mie with us ſeeing we break our promiſe 
15 veiß and covenant towards him? whether we 
(and have faith? whether grace were ever ſound- 
ubingly wrought in us? as, though we have 
{ten had experience thereof formerly, whether 
in pra ve do not preſume ? whether God will 
CoudtiMfave ſuch unworthy ones as we are! &c. 
| be which when we begin to think upon, he 
did bi draws us to doubting of the truth thereof; 
ein and at laſt gets head, and grows ſo ſtrong, 
n, Has that we are ready to be perſwaded by 
ce bim, that it is as he ſuggeſts. Thas we 
think often make ourſelves work, and puzzle 
Neurſelves very 9 by conſulting with 


5 


therefore is this, always to hold the con: 
Tome ſure mark of ſalvation, never aft: 
Jo ſoon as ever it creeps into me, preendyſi 
.not once demur or pauſe upon it: for the 


85 leſs, the better, and more ſafe it will be 
for me, Oh, that 1 could ſo do, according 


90 | The Win Man's 


Satan: for the greateſt advantage we have iſs! 


againſt ſin and temptation is at the firſt; 7 
then it is weakeft ; but by demur ii fil 

grows ſtronger, and gets ground of ug, 's 
and winds further into us, by inſinuation. Five 
Therefore it is wiſdom, to watch our time ut 


and take our advantage; to refuſe diſpu-· Neu 


tation, when he firſt propounds his queſti- hol 
on: for he is too ſubtle a ſophiſter tor ul 


to diſpute with. This therefore we maultor 


do; we mult hold the concluſion in de a 


Ipite of all Satan's premiſſes: and this in-. eie 


3 will weary him much ſooner than theme 


Popiſh round, I believe as the Church veliru Wan 


eib, and the Church believeth as I beliz; m. 


For he is as weary of this, as he is afradWhat 


of holy water, and all one. My reſoludion 


cluſion; and having once found in me 
to give any entertainment to doubting: but 


to exclude it as the meſſenger of Satan: 


A $ * * 150 " * "I oF * 
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have g do reiolve. O Lord, enable me that 1 | 


lirſt; ay fo do. 
f Mi. Indeed, the way to have any abi- 


ff us, ity.hereunto, is to aſk it of the Lord, Who | 


ation, Neth ve all men liberally, and upbraideth not + 


time Hut acquaint me, it you pleale, more par- 


diſpu-Meularly, with ſome of thoſe things which 
ueſli· Nnoſt, and ofteneſt trouble the mind. 

for u Con. To keep Satan's counſel, is not, 
mult 
it de- 
318 in. 


cies, whereof I have experience in myſelt. 


in the and firſt to begin at the very root of all, 


eller. amel y, my election to ſalvation. Some- 
inn Mites | begin to doubt hereof, and to think 
afraidMWhat i am not one of the number of God's 


{uionMElect ; and that he hath not decreed bcfore 


& Coll. 


in mah be at an end. _ 
ra n. That Satan hath been here, you 
g; butfWÞnay ice by his footings. And as king Da- 
on id faid to the ſubtle woman of Tekoah, 14 
Satanic! 72 band of Joab with thee in all this ? 
or thao fay 1 to you, bath not the ſubtle ſer- 
ill bent bad a hand with you in this? that he 


Ording 
5 0 


*; the print of his foul linger behind; 


jor cannot be good: therefore I will froe- 
Rome you with ſome of thoſe his po- 


the world was, to lave me after the world 


. * appear : for he hath left, as it 


i 
475 
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and you perceive 2 claws of this roar 
lion, where he hath, been ſcraping int 
heart, to take out of it that aflurance 
your falyation, even by the very root, 
Y poſſible! it might be. But tell me, how d 
you to foil this temptation? 

Can. Firſt, I ſve upon better thought 
that there is no reaſon, whby I ſhould |; 
| blocks in my way: for, Satan will lay 
now to bring me to eternal ruin, if he ex can 
And therefore, for me to doubt of 
whereof | have no warrant to doubt, is: 
gainſt all reaſon. Secondly, I fee i: 1s af 
over- curious pride for me to go about! 

y Into the ſecret and hidden counſel « 
; God, any otherwiſe than as he hath reve 
end the 3 unto me: for, ſecret things 
Jong to God, but things revealed to us. Then 
fore, thirdly, 1 learn by the word, (which 
3s his revealed will) that to be truly calle 
and converted is a certain declaraticu, th 
one is elected and predeſtinated to ctem 
life; for, thus rhe ſecret of the Lord if 
vealad to them that fear him. Thereſe 
kimding myſelf converted, 1 thus reſt qui 
in my mind. 


Ain. That the devil will li ſharueſull 


o 
re 1 
an 
de. 
je, 
and 
i,! 
or 


IT. 3 T99Y 


roar} 
g int 


"ance de. Nay, you can tell him that it is a 


root, ie, for as much as you are converted: 
1 
how Ind {ecing you have thus taken him in this 


e, methinks you ſhould never believe him 


OUupht th whatſoever he ſays. ' For, as this is 
zuld lot the firſt lie that he hath told, fo it will 
| Tay Mot be the laſt, I warrant you. But tell | 
Hen ne, how elie doth he aſſault you ? i TIE» 
of M Cor. It is my great fault, I muſt needs * 
>, Is pntels, to give ſo much credence to his 


11 484 
Hout t 
unſel } 
0 
55 190 hg 
"Chen 
(Whie 
* calle 
11, th 
Fern- 
; 1 
terefy 


it qul | 


ed further, he doth affault me, by ſetting 
before me my many wants and weakneſſes. 


ton, whether there be any true grace at 
Wl in me: I have no ſuch a feeling of 
her times I have felt, eſpecially at my firſt 


bot enough for my fins ; ſure 1 am, not io 
much 481 would: Which makes me doubt 


nefuilf 


- 1 7; for Heaven. 93 
jou ſee evidently; as to tell you that you 
re not elected, when it is more than he 
an tell, or all the men in the world be- 


lies, as I have done: and that I have 
Imarted for thorowly ere now. But to pro- 


For 1 find in me ſuch a poor and weak 
eaſure of grace, that at times I make que- 


kith as I defire, nor of that joy which at 


onverſion, I am alfo afraid, that I grieve 


— . ee a ao 
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whether theſe graces be in me at all, an 


5 ehen he thus grapples with you: 


ber what { have learned; that they whic 


child, being dandled in the lap, to thin 


have it: for God's commandment of bt 


wing 
20D 
the 
ſol, 
18 

"Orc 
alt. 
mats 
nd 

e | 
lO 


ork: 


whether I were ever truly converted. 
Adin. How do you overcome this dey: 


Con. Thus 1 encounter him; I remen 


ſee, and heartily bewail in chemſelves th 
want of grace, cannot poſhbly be withou 
true grace: and the Lord reſpecteth ng 
ſo much the quantity of grace, as the qu 
lity thereof; not how much, but whethe 
it be of the right kind: fo that if it } 
truly in me, though but as a grain of mul 
tard-ſeed, it is accepted with him. An 
as for feeling, it is no ſure rule to try n 
eſtate by; and faith without feeling 1 
ſtronger and more precious, than faitli vi 
feeling. It was not ſo much for Thor 
to believe when he ſaw and felt, as if, 
had done neither. It is nothing for 


his father loves him: but when his fathe 
frowns and lours upon him, then to | 
perſuaded of his love, is ſomerhing in deen 
And 1 ſtand bound in conſcience, as we 
to believe when I want feeling, as when 


»Y 
EY 


* 


| Cure for an 
ing, is not confined to the condition of 
non, experience, and feeling: nav, he 
the belt ſcholar in God's ſchool; that 
aſonz leaſt upon theſe grounds, and al- 
s moſt. I muſt pot therefore believe 
ording, to my feeling of comfort: but 
ut believe better, that I may feel more 
fort. And as for my joy, 1 call to 
nd the comſortable experience that I 
we had at times heretofore of my con- 
nion, and the lively feeling of grace 
orking in me, and that fſwect conſola- 
n, which J have had in the aflurance of 
eus of God in former times. Here- 
AG ! relieve myſelf, and gather that true 
try ace is in me, though at the preſent. it 
ling Ih not fo clearly manifeſt itſelf; for joy 
tl: witnore perceived of ſome at their firſk com» 
Thor mon than ever after; but it is becauſe 
as iH, the newneſs, ſtrangeneſs and ſudden- 

for Wk of it, which makes a deeper impreſ- 
0 thin , and-cauſeth greater admiration ; for 
| Tathe may be more after: like as one, that! 18 
1 tO | bug! it out of ſome deep and dark dunge- 
indeed}, wherein he hath been encloſed all his 
as Vole betore, into the ſunſhine, more joys 
when it at his firſt coming forth, than after, 
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& 96 The Ara Mew s 
When he hath been daily wonted to it, an 
yet may enjoy more clear and liehtſon 


days by far, than at the firſt, and may eil © 
oy allo more' conitant and porn) conf le 
tort thereby: and like as a beggar, that I le. 
advanced to ſome very great and unexped i i 
ed honour, joys more at the fir! therein be. 
than afterwards, and yet his dignities an © 
revenues may daily increaſe and grow f A 
greater than at the. firſt; and like as thilf i 
church as their firſt return out of capriviyl u 
had their mouth filled with laughter, and bel 
tongue with finging, and yet enjoyed mor © 
good and comfortable days after in i 
peaceable ſervice and worthip of God, tha 
at their firſt return. As touching my pri 
for ſin, though it make me hang down ml 
head to fee the largeneſs of David's hear 
this way, and the ſtraitneſs of mine, fe ! 
he made bis bed to ſwim; and watered Hf 


couch with mis tears, and I can hardly ha 
one tear for my fins, yet in that L am 7 
fraid, that I do not grieve enough, jel 
and therefore grieve becauſe I can rie 
no more, it is hereby evident that! woul 
. fain grieve more; which the Lord accep 
of: fer if there be firſt à willing mind, il 


it, an 
htſon 
nay el 
1] con 
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arcepied according to that a man bath, and 
wt according to that he hath nos: 
condly, though in the intention of my af- 
jection, my ſorrow for fin ſeems little, and 
Heſs han my ſorrow for worldly loſſes ; yet 
in the eſtimation of my mind it is greater, 
becauſe I grieve for my fin, as the preateſt 
evil of all, and fo in truth of judgment do 
account it; and grieve for the loſs of Cod's 


and le- 


favour, as for the loſs of the moſt precious 
and excellent thing of all, and thus I ſce 
that my weaknels in grace, is no juſt cauſe 


to make me think that ] have no grace,:no, 


not in the leaſt meaſure. 

Min. I pray you proceed further, to 
hew Satan's cunnine © in Ong to unſet- 
tle and ſubvert you. a 

Con. The tene and greatneſs ot 
my fins, which Satan ſets betore me, do 
now and then much diſmay and affright me, 
and make me almoſt faint, I can fay with 
the prophet David; Innumerable evils have 
com; mpajſcd me avout, mine iniquities have taken 

10 pon me, ſo that I am not able io look 

% they are more than the hairs of my head, 
therefore my beart-faileth me. And beſides 


outward fins, Jam inwardly much oppreit- 


98 The Reken Mar's A 
ed with hardneſs of heart, coldneſs of oo 
affection, dulneſs of ſpirit, barrenels of good 
thoughts, motions and deſires, with mani. 
fold foul corruptions. I perceive allo ſun- 


dry imperfections in my prayers, and in 


the beſt duties; fo that when I look back 
on the ſervice, which I perform to God, 
I find it ſuch ſimple, patched and broken 
Tervice, that J fear, leſt he ſhould account 
it as in unto me, and that it ſhould be 1s 


an abomination to him, and that he ſhould 


abhor both me and it. 
Ain. How do you beat back this tem 
_ tation? - 

Con. For my ſins, 1 learn and believe 
that God is able to forgive my greateſt fins, 
as well as the leaſt ; yea, all, though boo. 
dy ſins, as red*as ſcarlet, and though they 
be innumerable ; for his mercy far paſteth 
my ſins, yea, the {ins of the whole world. 
Great is the Hell of my fins, ſaith one, 6! 
greater is the depth of thy mercies, O Lid, 
This bottomleſs deep is not like thoſe poois 
about Jeruſalem, which might be dried up 
with the traniplings of horſe and horſen en; 

ut ſuch as all the fins of a thouſand worlds 
cannot dry up. 
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the fins of all the world; 
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an ancient father to this purpoſe, who, 


won thoſe words of Cain, My fins are 


greater than can be forgiven, ſaith, Thou li- 


9 Cain, the mercies of Goa are greater than 

and no maryel : 

for, the mercy of God hath all dimenſions. 
it is ſo deep, that it brought up David's foul 
rom the nethermoſt hell: it is fo high, 
that it reacheth to the heavens : it is of ſuch 
4lmirable length and breadth, that it remov- 
th our fins as far from us, as the Eaſt is 
from the Weſt. And the cauſe why the ſins 
« all the world are not pardoned, is not 
decauſe God's mercy cannot pardon them; 
but becauſe they cannot repent, that they | 
night be pardoned. So then, I make no 
doubt, but that God of his mercy 18 able 
to forgive my ſins, be they what they will 
be; yea, and further, upon my unfeign- 
ed repentance he will forgive: for we can- 
not be ſo ſinful, as he will be merciful, if 
for our fins we be heartily forrowful. For 
this he hath promiſed, and by this his pro- 
Miſe is become indebted” to us, whereas 

ve only by our fins, were debtors to him, 
Þ that now he is not only 2 merciful eredi- 


or io us, content to re caſe the debts of | 
1 2 
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our fins ; but alſo by his pronule become 
{tour debtor,” upon our repentance to give 
us a pardon, and upon our PRION. to give 
us heaven; O unſpeakable mercy ! Wel þ 
ſure I am, he is a true debtor,zand will 
pay what Be hath undertaken ; therefore 
i am perſwaded, he will forgive my vos; 
for ſeeing when he knew all the ſins, that 
ever ſhould commit, he would notwith 
ſtanding in love, ſend his Son to be my Sa 
viour; Whereas he hath now by his Gat 
made full ſatisfaction for them, ſhall 
think the Lord will Rick at the ere, ol 
them? Now as concerning the hardneli 
of my heart, I ſee I necd the leſs to fear it 
in regard I have a fight and ſenſe tharec 
and unfeignedly bewail the ſame. For lik 
at it is with a green wound, if it bleed wel 
when it is made, there is. the leſs fear o 
rankling, and more good hope of curing 
wy 30, for as much as I feel my heart bleed 
in bewailing the hardneſs FL it, I fee then 
is leſs danger of feſtering inwardly to th 
_ 4 deſtruction of my ſoul. For my weanel 
in the ſervice of God, though Satan woul 
hereby take occaſion to keep me from th 
; word, prayer, and ſacraments, perſwadig 


5 


me. \ 
in val 
creaſe 
ſolved 
neplec 
cles a 
me at 
and I 
Cod 
him, 
bey, 
mance 
not al 
| 6H 
who] 
in ha 
God 
will 11 
Ali. 
your 1 
Con 


which 
all tha 
worſh 
make 
my co 
cauſe 


7 OI U! 


Fuidence for liaben. 101 
ewe, that J do but take the name of God 
5e N and profane his worſhip and in- 
el creaſe my own condemnation, yet l am re- 


„ folved to try maſteries with him, and not to 


i neglect God's ſervice, and theſe holy exer- 


re ciles at any hand; for if he could once ge? 
s; me at this bay, he would triumph indeed : 


a and I further conſider to my comfort, that 


h- God meaſureth the obedience vielded to 


bey, than by the large and exact perfor- 


| WF mance thereof. Though therefore 1 do 


of not all the good I would, "yet ſeeing in love, 
e! deſire to do it; 
UF vhoſly rid of all the evil I hate, yet ſeeing 
ah in hatred thereof, I defire to be rid of it, 


kl God will accept of that which I do, and 1 


rel vill impute unto me that which I deſire. 

rol Alix. What is it elſe, that doth diſquiet 

your mind, and interrupt your peace? 
Con, Sometimes I fear that all the grace 


| Hp? of God, and the holineſs which I 
make ſhew of, is but in hypocriſy ; which 


* 


5 him, rather by the deſire, and will to o- 
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Irhich I have conceived to be in me, and 
Wall that I do at any time in the ſervice and 


Y conceit grows the ſtronger on me, Hes 
nMicauſe } ke {ometimes ſome who have been 
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wardneſs and other gifts, and yet have 


and fo fouly diſcoygred themſelves, that it 
hath appeared evidently, they never bad 


The Riobteos Man's 
accounted very rare Chriſtians, far excel. 


yet mu 
ing me in knowledge, ſeeming zeal, tor- 


their C 
be wol, 
Ice, fea 
ere. 
eller c 
am the 
nther 


feartully fallen away from the grace of God, 


the ſoundneſs of grace in them. 


Min. This is a fly temptation indeed, 
for thus the devil transforms himſelf into 
an angel of light, as though he loved fin- 


cerity, and would have men hncere 


whereas he hates nothing more; and there- 
fore while he hus goes about to condemn 
you of hypocriſy, he thews himſelf a dam- 


ned hypoertte : but how deal you with this 
ſubtle ſuggeſtion? 


Con. Firſt, J fee I have no wirrant to 
tides ſo near to heart, the fearful Weh 
of backſliding hypocrites, as to queſtion 


mine own eſtate therefore : for tho? ſome 


% 


earthly comets,” and mudy meteors are 
drawn aloft ſometimes, and make a greater 


blaze, than the true ſtars of light, but at: 


ter a ſhort time vaniſh away; yet the true 
ſtars muſt not therefore, nor will leave 
their place or thinning ; and though the 
valyen lometimes 50 f in ihcep's cloatiungy 
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yet muſt not the ſheep therefore forgoe 
cur cloathing, and think themſelves to 


cre, Whiles then I fear it, I have the 


nther to be good, than to ſeem to be fo; 


an eye to that, eſpecially in two reſpects: 

firit, ſupple and ſoluble, that is, always 
bumble, (for elſe I cannot be long in ſpirit- 
nal! health) and ſecondly, always hungry, 
keeping in my heart an appetite unto Chriſt 


by taith, and unto all good things in love 


thereof: and for the maintaining of my 


heart in this good temper, Luſe a daily 
good diet of the ſoul, namely, watchful- 
neſs, meditation, prayer, reading, confe- 
rence, &c. I am chiefly deſirous and care- 


nl co know how my. eſtate indeed ſtands 


before God, and therefore take pains to 
coamine myſelf ſoundly and thoroughly, 
ac! am Very willing to be Fried. by others; ” 


e wolves. Secondly, I conſider, that to 
le, fear and ſhun hypocrily, is to be fins - 


leſſer cauſe to fear the danger of it, and 
am the further from it. Thirdly, I deſire 


and to do good rather than to ſeem to do 

it: therefore I am not an hypocrite : for he 
lehres the contrary, he looks chiefly to the 
outſide, I to the inſide, to my heart; I have 
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this working thorow-Bitch, the hypocritqins wit 
cannot brook. Fourthly, the hypocritgo relif 
doth not uſe to go to God in ſecret Mint t 
prayer, (when he thinks none knows, fee ff lefter 
or hears him) and that in conſcience beingfÞins) as 
acquainted with the diſtreſs of his ownffisbich 
| foul, and privy to his own corruptions, me v 
bewail them to God, and to cry for grace Nrantlir 
but this I do: neither yet would I hayeſſfitat no 
once mentioned this my practice unto vouſhet 1 h 
(tor fear of vain-glory) but that I now #:ndito abi 
upon my trial, and mult in this caſe pro. holdiny 
_ duce all the witnelſes L can. Fifthly, Win in 
find in myſelf, that ] ſhould be full ſorry ſect 
that all ſhould be but in hypocriſy in me: runn 
O, I would not for all the world it ſhouldÞ. in 
| be ſo: yea, I defire from my very heart, not m. 
that it way be in fincerity ; hereby I amſſſicr re 
perſwaded, that it is notin hypocriſy, butlourtl 


in ſincerity. © E 
Min. You fay well; - how elſe do youſſexerci 
withſtand this temptation ? ule ta 


Con. I may perceive in my greateſt fear mann 
and doubting, that ſome of the ſigns of fal. thercf 
vation are in me in truth, as firſt, hatredoav:: 


E: of ſin, for though there were no hell (as IIche ec 


have faid before) 1 would not commit zholeYrippir 
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ih ins which ſome do (though corrupt nature 
Jo reliſh them very well) my foul goes a- 
inſt them. Secondly, I make conſcienca 
if lefſer fins, (which the world count no 
ins) as well as of thoſe great and groſs ſins, 
Irhich ſtare us in the face: and though 
bme would ſhrink up fin into a narrew 
cantling, and fain would bring jt to this, 
that none do evil but they hich are in jails, 
et I have learned otherwiſe to judge of fin 
o abſtain from all appearance of evil; 
holding it a point of wiſdom, to look to 
in in time, left it teſter, and eat in, and 
nrect more, and at length break forth into 
pronning ſore. Thirdly, I love the godly 
in fincerity, not for fear of hell, (that can- 
1 make me love them) nor for any ſini- 
mſſter reſpects, but becauſe they are godly. 
ut lourthly, when I go to the word preached, 
acraments, prayers, and all other holy 
Jl exercues of religion, IJ heartily deſire to 
uſe them, not for form or cuſtom; (as the 
ar manner of moſt is) but with profit, and 
l. Nersfore lift up my heart to the Lord, 
edEcaving his bleſſing in the ule thereof for 
$1 che edih ing of me in grace, and for the 
fe pping of my S heart: an 3 
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doth not thus. Vifthly, though the Ly 
ſhould condemn me, (which he nyt 


that ſure 1 ſhovld never blaſpheme his b 
by name with the devils and damned! {pirit 
but even out of the bottom of the lowe! 
pit ſhould I praiſe him, yea, out of the ve 


eth) ſhould I pray unto him: ſo that | ſee 


is another which doth not ſeldom moleſt 


trial taken of myſelf, but that the ra 
of God, is in ſome meaſure begun in mg 
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will) and throw me into hell (which int 
gard of his faithful promiſe he neither wi 
nor can) yet I find my heart fo affecte 


ry belly of hell (as the prophet Jonah {pea 


I love the honour of God, neither for feu 


ball! 

nor favour, but in ſincerity: whereby Hal .; 
| | | | | WE VII 

gather, and conclude, that I am fincer Fg 
aud not an hypocrite. 1K 
Min. Be there yet any more evil ſpirit ber 
of Satan, ſent of him to vex you, that pu. , © 
000 U 

you in fear and would make you belien bn 
lies 4 Cann 
Con. Sir, it is not for de that thei . 


name is Legion, for they are many : the! I. 


be & 
brand 
zit te 


1 2 { 


me; for when I cannot deny, upon a righ 


yet then ſometiines ſteps in a ſhame!e! 


meſſenger of Satan, much like his matter, 
| | 


kinking to out- face me, and bear we down 
main ſtrength; hie will needs face me 
bw that I ſhall not continue in grace: 
le way to heaven fo ſtrait and difficult, 
1 &ift fo little, my weakneſs fo great, 


ute and malicious, that it is not poſli» 
ght be ſaved. 

ee, or enter combat with him? 

Can. Yes, that I dare, and do, and will 
all my days, becauſe he blaſphemeth 
did repent; but I do nat truſt in my own 
it betake mylelf to my own ſtrength, 
pod mind, and meaning, freewill, &c, 
blind Papiſts and others do, for theſe are 


eapons of Satan's own making; and he 


hal: therefore I take unto me, the ſword 


Pig love; and whom Chriſt lovetb be lov- 
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lat hath foriworn all ſhame and truth, 


y enemies ſo many, mighty, crafty, re- 


Je for me to hold out to the end, that 1 


Vin. Dare you look this Goliah ! in the 


e living God, 48 though he could lie, 


n, neither can my feword ſave me: 1 do 


Ire he will make none to hurt himſelf 


the Spirit, which is the word of God ; this 
brandiſh againſt the tempter, and tell him 
it tells me, that tbe love of God is an ever- 
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in Crit, neither life, nor death, Oeigb 
nor depth, things preſent, nor things to com! 


in ſerving of him? he would not leave m 
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eth to. the en; and none can pluck me cut: Con. 


bis hand, neither nien nor devils ; ; and MMgaid, 


thing can ſeparate me from the love of 04 Fade 


partly. 
my un 
no, not fin itſelf, which is moſt likely off,cxut 


any thing, tor that lies pining and waſting yough 
in me, in as much at the firſt jinſtant off 37; 


converſion it fell into a deep nö akir 


and that incurable, all the drugs of ch 5 
old emperic the devil, can never reſtore; 


ſpiritr 
to perfect ſtrength again; : therefore I ſh; Fre at 
enavre to the end, and in the end be ſaviffl of ou 


ed, for all that. Secondly, for the belfff fer th 
ter animating of me to perſevere, I lot yn 
to Chriſt the author and finiſher of my faith 
he held out to the end in ſuffering for ms: 
why ſhould not ] then hold out to the en 


Gi OL 
dare 
right 
delor 
ſo no 
ceeds 
natw 


in heil ire, why then ſhould I leave hin 
in the heat of temptation, or in the col 
bleak wind of affliction? Well, I am c hand 
fident of this very thing, ihat he wobich Hal off fi 
begun the good work in me, will perform enov 
until the day of our Lord teſus Chrijt. cart 
Min. What is there elſe which doth pl by £ 
plex your mind? : | ther, 


uf 0 
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Con. lam now and then grievouſly af- 


fraid, that I do but preſume, in being per- 


faded that! ſhall be ſaved by Chriſt: 
partly, becauſe ] am fo very ſinful, and 
my unworthineſs is fo great; and partly 
becauſe, methinks, I do not grieve e- 
nough for my fins. 

Min. What help do you als againſt this 
haking + | 

Con. Firſt, I conſider, that it is but 
ſpiritual pride, in the habit, and ſhew of 
great humility, to fear to believe, becauſe 
of our great Gnfulneſs, and ur:worthineſs ; * 
for thus we ſhew we would have fomething 
of our own to bring to God, or elle we 
dare not truſt him: we would {py ſome 
richteouſneſs and worthineſs in curſelves, 


belore we be perſwaded of ſalvation, and 


lo not to be beholden to God: this pro- 
ceeds from the poiſonful root of pride, and 


natural popiſh defire of meriting at the 


hands of God. Secondly, I muſt not hang 
ol: from believing, till I find that TI prieve 
enough for my fins: this were to ſet the 
cart before the horſe. In as much as god- 
ly ſorrow for ſin, proceeds from faith, 
therefore I mult not ſtay t to believe till l 


err is prefumi}ny 
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find more godly forrow, but 1 mult beliey 
more, that I may grieve more for my ſing; 
for the more faith, the more godly ſorry, 
Thirdly, indeed if I had been never hum. 
bled in the fearful fight of my fins, and ſj 
ſenſe of the heavy load thereof. 
ſhould preſume, if I did perſwade myſelf in 
that eitate to be ſaved: but nowl fee, and 
feel my ſins, and miſery, and what er 
treme need 1 have of Chriſt, God calls 
me as verily as it were by name, Mat, t. 


28. to come unto Chriſt, that is, to be. 


lieve in him, therefore there can be no 
danger in ſo doing, I cannot ſin, or pre. 
ſume in being perkaaded that end be 
faved by Chriſt ; for that perfwalion which 
follows found bumilation is faith; that 
which goes before is preſumption. There: 
tore ] may well be out of fear, that my be. 
nay, I cannot Go a. 
mis in being way ed that 1 ſhall he 
25 I cannot be forward enough here: 
hut this belongs not at all to them that 


were never troubled i in mind, nor wound: 
ed in conſcience for the greatneſs o of thelr 


fins, the dread of hell, and horrible wre tþ 


then ! 4 
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of God due to them for their fins : TOT 


they indeed preſume, 

Mon I like and approve well of this that 
you ſay ; but let me hear if there be any 
further matter, which cauſeth — 0 
in you. 5 

Con. Evil thoughts, and cogitations are 
no mall dauntment to me: for never was 
the land of Egypt more peſtered with not- 
ſor ne vermin, than 1 am with foul, filthy, 
impious, yea, ſometimes plaſphemous 
thoughts againſt the holy Majeſty of God, 
they come upon me thick and three-fold, 
can at no time, in no place, be quiet for 
them, yea, when I am in the preſence of 
Cod, ſpeaking unto him by prayer, or he 
Ip -akir ig to me by his word, or when am 
ab "at any other holy duty, even then they 
come crowding in on me, I wonder tome- 
times with myfelf how, or which way they 

Mould fo creep in, to amaze and aftonith 
me, and withal to choke and | interrup! the 
1 buſineſs 1 have in hand: the uglineſs 

theſe evil thoughts works horror md 
qu ing in my heart, and makes me think 

:vſelf no better than a fire brand of hell, 
and that T might do well (O Lord, forgive 

K 2 - 


love, like, and approveoftheſe evil thoughts 


| hor them, as the devil himſelf, by whon 
they are hatched, inſomuch that they mak: 


ſtinking breath thereof, continually ſteam- 
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that horrible and murthering thought) t 


make away with myſelf. 


Ain. This ſeems to be as ſtrong a dey 
a8 any, that drives you thus near the gate 
of death, (I had almoſt ſaid of hell) hoy 
do you to recover ſtrength and to get the 


victory over him? EN 


Can. Strong he is indeed, but greater 
Be that is in us, than be that is in the 2worid 
Firſt, therefore I conſider, that 1 do not 


wherewith | am ſo cumbered, nay, I ab 


me even weary of myſelf, becauſe of the 


ing forth, ready almoſt to choak my ſoul; 
and when Satan by theſe thoughts, doth 
break in violently upon me, 1 do not bid 
him welcome, and lay him, as it were, a 


cuſnen, to take up his ſeat in my mand, 


and heart, to have reſidence in me, by 
theſe ſo vile and horrible motions, and co- 
gitations : but I deal by him and them, as 


men do by thieves, that break into then 


houſes at unawares, they give them no & 
bode, but hunt and drive them out again, 
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hold, 
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ſo ſoon as ever they come within the threſ- 
cvho!d, with all the ſpeed and power that 
tFthey can: and therefore the Lord will not 
onfl2ccount me a friend unto mem, much leſs 
tha he father of them; I ſhall not bear their 
name, much leſs the burden of them, he 
7 vill never lay them to my charge, to an- 
wer for them. Secondly, I am reſolved, 
:0Yzs long as I live, for ſo long I ſhall be trou- 
atsbled with them, to reſiſt them with all my 
ab night. And like as Jacob ceaſed not to 
envreſtle, though his thigh was bruiſed, till 
akt f had the bleſſing ; ſo neither will I, till 
have got the victory. Thirdly, 1 Kno 
* the Lord wilt not be angry with me 
lor theſe evil thoughts which | conſent not 
to, nor take no pleafure in, but hate : for 
vill a tender mother be angry with the babe 
hc bears in her arms, becauſe ſome naugh- 
people fling ſtones at it, hurt it, and make 
t cry ? ay, will not rather her bowels 
earn towards it? will ſhe not rather hug 
it cloſer to her, ſtroak it, kiſs it, and be- 
moan it? but her anger is towards them 
that fling ſtones at it, whereby they bruiſed 
and battered the face of it, ſhe could find 
in her heart to fly in their face, and to 
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bis children, Jo ihe Lord pitieib them tha 
fear him: and his affection towards his chil 
4ten is infinitely far ſurpaſſing the affec 


womb, yet would not I jorget Dou, W tht 


none of God's children, and that the Lor 


. Righteous Man's 


ſcratch out their eyes, that did her child goth r 
that harm-; ſurely then the Lord will notſnear : 


be offended with me, becauſe my enemies, i unual 
Satan, and the fleſh, caſt fiery darts at me, 
and thereby wound me; for I cannot hely 
it: but his fierce indignation is again 


them, for that they do o moleſt me, and 


at any 
like } 
ing to 
age f 
nels, 

good 

inuur 
of th 
all, f 
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earth 


he dath, and will d both pity, and help me 
ſo much the more: for as 4 father pitiel 


tidn of the moſt tender hearted mother in 
the world towards her deareſt babe; fo 
though a mother could farget-1he child of bt 


Lad. ; 

Min. Yet a little more, I pray \ you le 
us hear of Satan's deep ſubtility. and hel of oi 
liſh policy, in labouring to defeat you off Heir 
- all-true comfort here, and of heaven tle run 


hereafte. wth 

Con. Sometimes he would W pet flank 
ſuade me, (and my own heart withal 1 ad 
\ over-greedy, I confeſs.. to catch up and Bea, 
ſwallow fuch poiſoned morſels) that I an 85 
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Both not love me, becauſe I am kep t ſo 
near and bare, and am ſo followed © con- 


tinually with afflickions. I am hardly free 


at any time from one or other; they are 


like Job's meſſengers, while one is ſpeak- _ 
ing to me, before be hath done his meſ- 


age fully, there comes in another, ſick- 
neſs, pains, aches, loſs of friends, goods, 


good name, outward croſſes and calamities 
inuumerable, beſide the inward affliction 
of the mind; Oh, that is the greateſt of 


ail, for a wounded ſpirit who can bear? 2 
rare thing it is not to ſee me under ſome 
one or other of thele, to keep me down: 


whereas, I ſee the wicked wallow in their 


wealth, as they do in their wickedneſs, 
and Flau's portion is the fatneſs of the 


earth; they ſwim up to the chin in rivers 
of oil, and waſh their paths with buiter's 

their breafts are full of 'milk, and their benes 
run full of marrow : their faces are covered 
with fatneſs, and they hav? collops in iheir 
flants: yea, their eyes ſtand out for fatneſs, 


and they have more than their heart can wiſh : 


dea, their very heart is as fot as greaſe : they 
are ſo fat, ſo luſty and ſtrong, that they 


kick up * heels Wan their keeper, 
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but contemn their maſter : They /ay to Gal 


in riches; but as for me, poor wretch, 41 


ed every morning; hereupon my feet awere al. 


their end; | ſee a man may go through 2 
fair city to execution; and contrarywiie, 


or coronation ; ] ſee well why it is that the 
_ why do men ſet up their oxen a fatting ? 18 


wicked are reſerved io the day of deſtruction, 


wrath 
hard C 
ng - 0: 
fange 


and will not know their daily benefaclot, 


de part from us, for ve aefere not the know. 


 teage of thy ways. Bebold, theſe are the unhoulet 


godiy, who profper in the world, they increaſeſſÞut th 
Mend, \ 
yi chi 
why | 
moſt gone, my ſteps had well nigh ſlipt ;, for Ie p. 
began to think that theſe were God's darorerth 


lings, at leaſt myſelf none of God's behicti 


the day long have [ been puniſbed, and chaſten. 


loved ones; for ibe rod cf God 1 is not on ay ing ur 


but never off from mee. or oth 
Min What means do you aſe to be ple. Iyve ( 
ſerved againſt the violence of this affault! Ine, f 
Cen. 1 preſently take ſanQuary, and ſo he, a 
am ſafe, I go into the ſauctuety of God (and Ii my 
conſalt with his word) and then I underjiond Wor m. 
tion, 
more, 
Want 
lather 
need 
for th 
hat t 
Vorſe 


through à narrow (tumbling lane to a feaſt 


wicked do fo proſper and fare ſo well, for 


it not againſt the day of flaughter ? ſo the 


they * be. ger forth unte ibe 0" 7 
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rrath;, the ſervants of God are kept at 


orllart commons, but they have their keep» 
06, ſing of free coſt. The & icted which are 


rangers from the womb, and none of God's 
zoulehold, have larger cats, and far better, 


wi things conſidered, I ſee {mall reaſon 


overthrow. Secondly, 1 labour in time of 


/ 


or other: at length 1 find that even then I 
r1e-Sove God; hereby I diſcern that he loves 
me, for ſo he ſaith, I love them that love 
o hne; and indeed his love to rae is the cauſe 
nd ef my love to him, ſo that it is impoſſible 
"dr me to love him in the time of my afflic- 


i 2 Ftion, but he myſt needs love me much 


more. Thirdly, I conſider that it is for 


all want of wit in a child, to think that his 


2 Yather cannot abide him, becauſe when 
07 need is, he uſeth the rod to correct him: 
18 or they which are of diſcretion can tell, 
he hat the father loves the child never the 
on u orſe for all that, but the better; yea, this 


but they ſhall-pay ſweetly for it in the 
end, when the reckoning comes: fo that 


hy | ſhould hew a ſtumbling block out of 
the proſperity of the wicked, to my own | 


Mi&on, to ſpy out the love of God ſhin- | 
ing unto me through ſome little peep-hole 
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love me, though | feel it not. 


118 The Righteous Mans 
very dealing of God towards me is an evi 
dent token of his love unto me, for, wha; 


the Lord toveth be chaſtenets, and ſcgur gell 


every ſon whom be receivelh ; if therefore «+ 
endure cbaſtening, God dealeth with ts « 
with ſons; for what ſon is he whom the fe 


ther chaſtenzth not? So that the Lord com 


meth to me with fire in the one hand, an; 


water in the other; the fire of affliction tc 
melt out the droſs of my corruptions, an 


the cooling water of comfort and aſturancd 
of his favour to allay the heat thereof, le 
] ſhould be overinolten with heavineſs and 


| Jorrow : but indeed ſometimes he hold 


this behind him, that I fee it not, but] mul 
not be ſo unwiſe as to think, becauſe | ſec 
it not, therefore he hath it not: becauſ 
fee not his love, or at leaſt not ſo as 


Would, that therefore he loves me not, fa 


be it from me ſo to think, though I am to 


ready fs to think in my diſtreis * but it 


my infirmity. For as verily as he dot!: af 
flict me, and J feel it, ſo certainty doth k 
t Fourthly 
J confider that this is the cup which Cini 


himſelf drank of, he drank it off to the ve 


ry bottom, which made hin cry on of the 
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E 14905 For Ranch. N 
uterneſs of it, My God, my God, why haſt 
beu forſaken me? whereas I do but drink a 


CY 
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610 
Saviour hath begun to me therein, 


kiſs the cup: Which is alſo a cupof God's 
Mic wholſome, tho' not ſo toothfome, he 


to it, and there is not one drop or dram of 
i tter aloes in it, more than he fees muſt 


g e tranquility of mind, pa- 
2, and joy, of each a dram, and the 
* heaven, a marvellous {weet thing, 


Which icfelf alone, methinks, might we! 
lay the tartneſs and ſharpneſs of afilic- 


friend in time of need, my beſt phy ic 


unſt all maladies ; and I dare andertake 
rat one dram of this, well taken of a fick 
6 nan, , ſhall do him more Pooh At t neart, than. 
tag lenty pounds worth of the u moſt Precious 


ttle of the uppermoſt ; but ſeeing Chriit 
eds mull 1 pledge him, though it be but 
wa tempering, and therefore very good 
nows all the ingredients perfectly that 80 
eds be put in, or elſe it would do us no 
od ; which allo is ſKilfully corrected and 


rectly qualified with thoſe heavenly ſweets. 
Wat {ar furpaſs the horzycomb, as peace 


on : this is my comfort in time of grief, 


i time of ſickneſs, and prelent remedy a- 
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* apothecaries ſtuff. O, it is a moſt ſore 


never without ſome of it in his heart. It i 
of ſuch ſingular uſe at all times, and up: 


deſerve no worſe name, than bitter-ſweets 
whether we reſpect inward diſtreſſes, or out 


thers, and more on us at one time than h 
doth at another: he ſometimes ſtrikes an 
"heart vein, when another will not ſerve 
and that we cannot bleed well at it, Wit 
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reign reſtorative, and happy is he that iy 


all occafions. Now ſeeing afflictions art 
thus fweetned to us, properly to ſpeak, thei 


ward calamities. Truth indeed, the Lotd 
lays more on ſome, than he doth upon © 


godly ſorrow ; yet this J dare avouch, } 
never puts us to more pain, than need 
muſt for our zrofit, and benefit. Fitthly 
I enter into ſerious meditation of the na 


nifold good, which cometh by affliction 


according to that of the holy prophet, i. 
fitted : this i 


good for me that I have been a 


the phyſic that God doth miniſter to hu 


ſervants, and it is both purging phyſic and 
(trengthening phyfic: for the former o 
theſe it pleaſes the Lord hereby, ſometime 


" diſcover and-bring to our fight the dll. 


ale ol tome ſin, wherewith we are mie 


Evidence for Heaven. 121 
ed, whereof we had taken no notice before; : 
and then to bring us to humiliation for it, 
{o to work the removal thereof: ſometimes | 
he doth hereby prevent ſome ſin, whereto 


he ſees us very ſubject, by purging out the 


ill humours of ſelf: love, covetouſnels, luke- 
warmneſs, which elſe, in time would break. 


forth into dangerous, yea, incurable diſ- 


caſes: and thus he works à miracle upon 


us, turuing the ſerpent ſin into the rod 
of affliction, as Moſes' rod was turned: 


alas, how ready are we to run out at ran- 


dom after theſe earthly things, to ſet our 


affections too much upon them, and to be 
taken up too much with them, to grow not 
only wanton, but even wild with the things 

here below and how eaſy a matter is it for 
a man, to loſe both himſelf, and heaven 
too, in running up and down in the maze 
of this ſmall world? which that we may 
not do, the Lord that good ſhepherd, uſeth 


His rod and ſtaff : when we ſtraggle too 


far on the pleaſant green paſtures of world- 


ity gains and pleaſures, he fetcheth us in a- 


gain, then he begins to hamper and ſhakle 
us with ſundry croſſes, to keep us better 


Within compals, to make us mind home 
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the more they are confirmed. 
ſtronger they grow: and even inward af. 
flictions of the mind, ſerve greatly to theſe 


7 he Ri ee Man's 
better, and to 15 6 us better huſbands for 
our ſouls, that ſo we may think of him in 


time of adverſity, who had almoſt forgot. 
ten him in time of proſperity : ſometimes 
he ſees that we truſt to the arm of fleſh, and 
| lean too much to ſome outward means, 


then by a croſs he takes it away, that ſo 


we might wholly and only rely on him. 


Manifold corruptions, and much filth of 


fin do we gather, by walking in this dirty 
World: 


the Lord doth uſe the waters of 
affliction, as a bath to cleanſe and purge 
us from thoſe corruptions, in bringing us 
thereby to a fight therof, and humiliation 


for the ſame : in theſe and the like reſpects, 
well may affliction be termed God's 


urg 
ing phyſic. Sometimes he allo uſeth it for 
ſtrengthening phyfic, when as he doth at- 
flict his ſervants for their trial, for the 
itrengthening of their faith, patience, love, 


zeal, holy deſires, &c. for theſe and the 


like graces, the more they are exerciſed 
and the 


O bleffed rod of God, that 
Did I think the Lord 


ood ends. 
doth ſo much good! 


and much, more needful too. O ſcourge 


me, and launce me here, O Lord, that 


thou mayeit ſpare me for evermore hereaf- 


ter. Sixthly, as touching outward cala- 
mities, I have learned at length a little 
 widom, by God's word, for the right 
demeaning of myſelf therein ; ; Not to look 
downward, on the ruſhing and roaring 
ſtreams of miſeries and troubles, which run 


ſo ſwiftly under me; for then T ſhould be 
taken with a giddineſs in the head, which 


would make me think, and ſpeak unad- 


viſedly of God's dealing, and my own eſtate, 
and fo I ſhould be in banird ot being drow. 
ed and overwheimed therein: but this I 


do, I faiten my eyes upon the ſure ſtay 
by which 1 am upheld, that is, Cod a!l-ſuf- 
| ficient ; and ſtedfaſtly behold his promiſe 
in the midſt of all miſeries: thus, I praiſe 


God, 1 pals over many a dangerous deep”; 


Then one decp calleth to another, at the noiſe of 


de water-ſpouts, when one trouble comes 


on the neck of another, I paſs over, or 
WK through ſafe and ſound. Seventh- 
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loved me not, becauſe his rod lay on me! 
Oh how could 1 be without it! ſurely it is 
as needful for me as my meat and drink, 
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iy, as I defire to prepare for affliction be. 

ore it cometh; ſo do I in like manner a- 
forchand, to hold fait my aſſurance of the 

love of God ; - and ſo to bear it as com- 
fortably as may be, when it {Hall come; 
obſerving that it is the work of. Satan, to 
make me utterly. diſcomfortable in tribula- 
tion; that heaven our country, and holi- 


neſs the way thereto, might both be 
brought out of credit by my means; that 


ethers, beholding my uncomfortableneis, 
might be diſcouraged from entering, or 


proceeding in the Bappy way to life. By 


the grace of God, Satan ſhall not make me 


his ſcar-crow, in the way of heaven, to 


Keep others out, nay, rather, by my ſweet 
and lightſome deportinent of myſelf heren 
T will allure. others, what I may; rather 


to choſe the way of the croſs, the way to 


the kingdom, than for fear of the croſs, to 
loſe and forgoe the kingdom. 


Min. It is a good reſolution: and ſure 


it is not for any ill-will, that the Lord cor- 
rects his children, whether with inward 
alflictions of mind, or outward of body, 
friends, children, goods, good name; or 
 howſoever elle, bis- love it is never the leſs 
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unto them, and he is never the further | 


from them; and though they greatly fear 
ometimes, yet they have no more cauſe to 
fear, than the diſciples had, when Chriſt 


came walking to them upon the ſea, think | 
ing that they had ſeen a ſpirit; to whom 
our Saviour anſwered, Be of g good chear, it 


is J, be not afraid; even io, when the rag- 


ing winds and bluſtering ſtorms of afflic- 


tions do cauſe an earthquake in our hearts, 


the Lord ſends forth a calm quiet voice, 
to the comfort of his children, . is J, be 
not afraid; which all they may eaſily hear, 1 
that will but lay their ear to the word of 
God, and liſten thereunto; for ſo he ſpeaks ; 
unto them therein. Now if there be any 


other matter that troubles your mind, al- 
tedge it if you will for concluſion of all, leſt 
i alſo be one of them that trouble You 

Con. Why then, if you think good, we 


will end with that, that ſhall end our lives, | 


namely, death : I greatly fear ſometimes 

that I am not as I ſhould be, becauſe I 

ind in myſelf ſuch ſtruggling with the 

thoughts of death, and that I am fo afraid, 

Yea, and ann hl to die. 
L 3 
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O death where is thy ſting 
afraid' of the very looks 401 death, but more 


reaſon, to make me think 


is plucked out. 


126 The Ri is bteous Man's 
r How dn you to pe and overcome 
_ this aſſault? | 
Con. Firſt, J conſider, that they which 
are truly in Chriſt by faith and living mem- 


bers of him, may have, and have all of 
them ſome fear of death for all that; tho 
it can do them no harm; like a man that 


ſeetlhi the ſting of a ferpent plucked out be- 


fore his eyes, and therefore knows it can- 


not hurt him; yet hath ſome frarfulneſs in 


him to handle it, and put it into his bo- 
ſom, becauſe: of that natural enmity, and 


antipathy, that is between him and it: 1h 


Jing of death is fin, which Chriſt hath pluck- 


cd out, in being made fin. for us, and ſatis 


fying fully for it, fo that 25 may we ſay, 
and yet we are 


afraid to come nigh it, becauſe we natural. 
ly hate death: this therefore is no good 


myſelf none of 
Chriſts, becauſe I have ſome fear of death; 


no more than it is to prove a man, no man, 
or reaſonable creature, becauſe he is loth 


© put a ſnake in his boſom, when the ſting 
Secondly, I take up ſuch 
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more familiarly acquainted with: death, 


and may make me better conceited of it, 


and to take better liking to it: as firſt, 


that it is the common lot of all the ſons of 
Adam, none exempted, no, not the wor- 
thies of the world, and holy patriarchs; 
and ſhould: I then deſire to be exempted? 


death hath his warrant to take hold of eve - 

ry ſinner; therefore none can be ſpared, 
for all have ſinned: but before he comes 
himſelf, he ſends forth many ſummons to 
warn men ta appear at court before God: 


cvery ach, pain, ſickneſs, faintneſs. weari- 


neſs, yea, every wrinkle, or gray hair, or 


dead corpie,, is death's ſummons, to warn 


our appearance; but. becauſe we are too 


regardleſs, and make too light hereof, at 
length he comes perſonally, with a ſpecial 


writ from the Moſt High and mighty Mo- 
narch of all the world, with a capias corpus, 
firſt for one, and then for another, and at 


laſt for ys all, Now, whereas becauſe of 
this neceſſity of death, many take care how 


to do when death comes, IL wall chiefly take 
cane how to do before it comes: for if I live 


well, I ſhall be ſure to die well; this ſhall 


be therefore my chicte® + ., how to live 
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well. 
grim and ghaſtly vizard of the curſe, which 
death hath upon it, and to look at it thro! 
Chriſt, and rhen behold it hath a loyely 
countenance and friendly look, ready pre- 
. pared as the groom of God's chamber, 
| kindly to embrace me, and to bring into 


God's preſence: and what is death elſe to 


the faithful, but as the valley of Aebor; the 
door of hope ; to give entrance to their ſouls 


into the paradiſe of God, where are joys 


unſpeakable, raviſhing the heart, and lea. 
ſures at his right hand for evermore! and 


What is the grave but a mould, wherein the 
Lord doth eait our bodies into a new form, 


making them incorruptible, which before 
were corruptible ? ſo changing our vile bo- 


dies, that they may be faſhioned like the glorious 
body of his Son. 


ſome way, and death to the godly a com- 


What is life but à weari- 


fortable home? ſhould the faint and weary 
traveller be loth to draw near home ? what 
is life but a toilſome labour, and death to- 


the right2ous, a ſweet reſt and ſleep? ſhould 


reſt be unacceptable, or fleep unwelcome 
to a tolled labourer ? What is that which 
doth diſrobe the faithful of all the baſe rags 


Again, I ur to pluck away that 
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of fin and miſery, and clothes them with 
the moſt, ſumptuous garments. of perfect 
righteouſneſs, glory and immortality ? is it 
not death? who would not be contented to 


be ſtripped naked of beggarly robes, that. 


H he might be apparelled with gorgeous 
attire ? Thus then, though I fee ſome rea- 
ſons why I might deſire to live long, yet I 


ſee more reaſons why I might much better 
deſire to die oon: but none at all, why I 
ſhould be unwilling to die, 10 be prejent. 


with the Lord: for, whilſt we are at bome 
in the body, we are abſent from him, and 


as it were in priſon. The body i is the pri- 
ſon of the ſoul, and the earth of the body; 
as we muſt. not break priſon (for that is 
Aae, diſpleaſing to the Lord:) ſo when 


ne priſon door is ſet open to us by aucho- 


rity, as when death is ſent unto us, he 


comes with authority, we ſhould very glad- 


7 and willingly depart, yea, and go forth 


[inging with old. father Simeon (a Nunc de- 
miltis ) Lord, now letteſt thau thy ſervant de- 
part in peace. Upon theſe and the ike me- 


 ditations of death, I find i myſelf ſome 
willingneſs to he: and that J may be full 
more Ne I labour to have my thoughts 
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leaſt once 4 day to look him in the face, 
that 1 may be {till better acquainted with 
him: for the more acquaintance I have 
with death, the more friendſhip ſhall T find 
at his hands, when he comes to apprehend 
me? and on whom doth he look fo ſowr 
and grim, as on them that are ſtrangers to 
him, and he to them? and as every day! 
hold it a point of wiſdom to get ſome fur- 
ther acquaintance with death ; ſo eſpecially 
upon the occaſion of ficknels ; ; for every 
ſickneſs is a little death. I therefore en. 
deavour fo to die often, by making good 
ule of every fit of fickneſs, that I may once 


at the laſt die well, that ſo, when my de- 
parting ſhall come, it may be a ſweet and 


acceptable facrifice to the Lord: whether 
it be a burnt offering, by the violent deat! 
of martyrdom, or at leaſt a peace offering, 

by a natural death, I deſire that it may be 
a free-will offering, not wrung from me 
per- force, but freely ſurrendered into 
the hands of God, a faithful Creator: and 
if my life be willingly offered, (which I de- 
fire from my heart it may be, and therefore 
Know It ſhall be) then ſhall ! rt be well and 
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more and more taken up therewith, and at 
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Men. The Lord hy 0 „ oc 
forces and h el 42 the OM ene- 
my of all the ſeed of man, but eſpecially 

of the feed of the woman, the Church, Rev. 
xii. 17. I ſee you are endowed with ſome 
good {kill, to diſpel the groſs thick clouds 
of doubting, whereby the devil laboureth 
o over-caſt your evidences, that either 
you ſhould not ſee them at all, or elle very 
dimly, with little comfort, zhanks therefore 


te to God for this un eakable gift: but what 
it you could find none of the fions of fal- 
vation in you at all, which you have al- 
tedged to me; how then ? 


Con. Time was when I nad not any one 
of them, and then I was in the eitate of 
Jannation, though I thought myſelf in as 
good an eſtate as the beſt, and the devil 
then perſwaded me ſo too, though ſincæ 
he hath changed his note; for he muſt. 


needs go. againſt the truth, or elſe he is 
not bimſelf) y et ſince I ſee, that if I had 


died in that e! tate, [ had without all fail 
Zone head long into hell: and in the ſelf 


what Ailit do eker den! ? hikes al 
the ungodly and impenitent finner appear! 
let the bravelt mind, the proudeſt, the 
ſtouteſt ſtomach of them all anſwer it if he 
can: alas, alas, poor wretches, they can 
none of them anſwer it. 

Min. They which have not one of 
ſigns of ſalvation in them, are in a wh 
ful caſe indeed; but what if a man can 
kind but one ſign in him, and not all? 

Con. He that can find but one of theſe 
true ſigns in him, hath cauſe of comfort; 
for though there be but one good apple 
growing upon a tree, it proves both that 
there is life in that tree, and that it is not 
a choke pear, or crabſtock, but a good tree: 
but in truth, where there is one of theſe 
ſigns of falvation in a man, there they are 
all in ſome poor meaſure, though he do not 
ſo ſenſibly, and e perceive all 
a 

Min. It rejoiceth me not a little to find 
you ſo well provided for the Lord; '© 
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aow can come àmifs 10 788, tome life 
come death, you are the Lord's. ' Now our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt bimſelf, and God, even our 


Father twhich hath loved us, and hath given 


us everlaſting conſolation, ' and good hope 
through grace, comfort your heart, and ſtabliſb 


you in every good word, and wark, and pre- 


ſerve you to that inberitance, which is incor- 
ruptible, reſerved in heaven for us. N 
Con. Even lo Lord Jefus, Amen, Amen. 
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Be 108 BY the Hos (and rejoice, 2 righ- 


teous; U e ö a ye that are 2 
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I Ma Palm i. 4, 5. h 

The un vodly are not fo: but are like the 
chaff whi 5: the wind driveth ata, 

Therefore ihe ungodly ſhall not hand in the 

Judgment ; nor ſinners in ine Copgregation of 
toe 7. ghteous, ee 
* % | 
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